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EDITOR'S MAILBAG 


| Ze es) 


R.C. Marriage Contract 


In your letter I was amazed at your compre- 
hension of the truth as I also see it, particularly 
in the sentence,—‘She is constantly and in- 
sidiously attacking our democratic way of life 
and our Protestant heritage.” The reality of this 
fact was demonstrated when my son and his 
Catholic fiancee decided to get married. He took 
the instructions and was ready to sign the 
“marriage contract’ and “questionnaire’’ when 
he became aware that he was giving up his and 
his posterity’s birthrights of democratic freedoms 
for a pot of Rome’s totalitarianism. He question- 
ed the priest, but the priest became indignant; 
he and his bride-to-be then left the R. C. or- 
ganization and were married by a Protestant 
clergyman. 

E.A.C., Flint, Michigan 


Reread - Restudied - Recommended 


The CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE is al- 
ways very interesting and I greatly enjoy it. It 
is the paper that should be read, studied and re- 
read and restudied by Americans, if they want 
to be informed about what is going to happen 
in their country if the Roman Catholics get con- 
trol of the nation! I think it would do a lot of 
good to your readers if you published a notice 
in the magazine to the effect that to anybody 
doubting your statement, a trip to Latin America, 
Spain, Portugal or Italy is recommended, so that 
he or she could get a firsthand knowledge of 
moral, educational, social, political and religious 
conditions in any of those Catholic countries, 
and then compare them with conditions in Prot- 
estant countries. 


PN TG, Merida, Venezuela 


Your Concern Is Appreciated 
and Reciprocated 


Please be so kind to print in your “Editor's 
Mailbag” the following: I received for the first 
time your THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MaGa- 
ZINE. Please discontinue to send it to me, be- 
cause I am, and I will be, with the help of 
God, always, until last breath of my life, a 
Catholic priest, not a so-called ‘‘converted’’ Cath- 
olic priest. I will never spit tomorrow on what 
is sanctum and sacrosanctum to me today. 

Those so-called “former Catholic priests’’ who 
form your editorial staff should go to confession 
and like Magdalen the Penitent, embrace the 
merciful feet of Our Lord Jesus Christ and cry 
over their terrible sins and return to the Mercy 
of God and so save forever their only one soul. 
Otherwise tell them that their eternity will be 
in the kingdom of darkness where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Rev. B.S., McKeesport, Pa. 
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Nun Saved 


God bless you all. Again at Christmas time 
I cannot thank God enough for sending His 
beloved Son Jesus Christ into this world—that 
through His life and Word I was led out of 
darkness into the Truth of His plan of Salva 
tion. Being a Catholic for 40 years I one day 
opened a Bible and found to my great joy that 
there was hope for me. I surrendered to Jesus. 
I am also glad to say that my sister, who was ip 
a convent for 23 years, now has left the Romay 
Catholic faith and is serving Jesus Christ. She 
rejoices in her new life because Jesus has set 
her free. 
].V., Los Angeles, California 


Valuable 


My gratitude knows no bounds to all who 
contribute the enlightening information to the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE. I eagerly 
await each issue and send it to others. It is too 
valuable to cast aside. May God bless and sup 
ply your every need. 

M.D., Rochester, New York 


Thrilling Results 


It’s a pleasure to renew my subscription—you 
are doing a great work. My neighbor with the 
reading of your magazine has left her church 
and come over to the Evangelical Church. | 
asked her what changed her way of thinking and 
she said after I read the Bible for myself I be 
gan to fedl as if I was coming out of darkness 
into light and her face shone with happiness. 
Now she has two sons studying in a Bible Col- 
lege and is praying for her husband to see the 
light too. 

G.M.M., Medford, Mass. 
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Some things our readers have to say— 
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Special Introductory Offer: 18 weeks for $1.00. 
(In Canada, $1.10.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
Box 177W - - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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In a Lenten mes- 
sage delivered from 
his sick-bed, Pope 

Pius XII called upon men in high places 
everywhere to return to the Word of 
God and the spirit of Christ (Los An- 
geles Times, February 28, 1954) 

“There is no other solution for hu- 
manity,” he said, “but to build the world 
anew in the spirit of Christ. He alone in 
truth is the Savior of the individual, 
the family, society as a whole. 

“Let men in high places come to re- 
alize the absolute necessity of this.” 
(Italics added. ) 

This pronouncement comes as a dis- 
tinct surprise because it sounds com- 
pletely Protestant. If Christ alone is the 
Savior of the individual, there is no 
need of the Virgin Mary, and the pres- 
ent Marian Year is superfluous. There 
isno need of the priesthood to absolve 
the sinner. There is no need of dogmas 
and traditions of men. There is no need 
of penances, indulgences, or purgatory. 
There is no need of temporal power for 
the church. There is no need of the dog- 
ma of “Extra Ecclesia Nulla Salus”— 
Outside the church there is no salvation. 
There is no need of fear regarding the 
future life. 

In fact, if Christ alone is the Savior, 
there is really no need of an infallible 
Pope, Christ’s Vicar on earth, but only 
the Word of God, and the Word made 
flesh. 

We surmise that the Pope has had 
ample time for serious reflection—time 
to ponder eternal realities and come to 
grips with truth as revealed in the Word. 
The nearness of death often lends a clar- 
ity to subjects previously relegated to 
the dim background of one’s thoughts. 


Editor 
WALTER M. MONTANO 


If Pous XII is sincere about this 
Lenten message, we can only add a rev- 
erent Amen, hoping that other sincere 
Catholics will catch a glimpse of this 
sublime truth. For it was Peter himself 
who said: “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, where- 
by we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


We 
Wonder... 


On the defensive 
because of recent 
press reports about 
religious intolerance 
and persecution of 
Protestants in Italy, 
America (March 6, 
1954) hastens to as- 
sure its readers that 
Italy is in fact abid- 
ing by her 1948 con- 
stitution, which states 
that “all religious 
confessions are 
equally free under 
the law.” The fly in the soothing oint- 
ment, however, is that “if any group 
gets into trouble,” according to Ameri- 
ca, “the reason must be sought” not in 
Catholic intolerance, but “in special cir- 
cumstances,” so construed as to warrant 
punitive action. 

The Church of Christ, which has 
recently been the object of attack, has 
been “conducting an  objectionably 
aggressive campaign of proselytism 
throughout Italy for almost five years,” 
the article explains, inadvertently sug- 
gesting that the campaign has been all 
too successful. 

“The ‘rain of dollars’ to finance 

“gross attacks’ on the Papacy and on 

Catholicism gives rise in Italy to jus- 
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tifiable charges of American cultural 
imperialism—and of American boor- 
ishness and ignorance as well. 


“Conversion by food-package, em- 
ployment of apostate priests, attacks 
on the prerogatives of the Mother of 
God, a campaign of defamation against 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy, misrep- 
resentation of Catholic doctrine on the 
Holy Eucharist, the Mass, veneration 
of the saints—these are the methods 
the Texas Protestants use and Italian 
Catholics resent. . . . In a land where 
the Papacy, the very heart of ages-old 
Catholicism, is situated, their uncouth 
methods are deeply offensive to popu- 
lar sensibilities.” 


We wonder a little about the Italian 
definition of “free.” Here in the United 
States, where freedom of ideas, of re- 
ligion, of speech, of press, and of pros- 
elytism are taken for granted, it is diffi- 
cult to imagine circumstances even of — 
for the sake of argument—“‘cultural im- 
perialism,” “boorishness,” or “ignor- 
ance” which would lead to outright per- 
secution such as the news services have 
reported. We wonder if the Roman 
Catholic Church, by a similar token, 
would resent persecution of the Knights 
of Columbus in America (which is con- 
sidered a mission field) because of their 
“aggressive campaign in proselytism,” 
or would chafe at curtailment of free- 
dom of the press for “make America 
Catholic” articles that attack, for exam- 
ple, “mass democracy,” the “Martin 
Luther” film, and our public school sys- 
tem. 

We wonder if Protestant churches are 
fearful of losing members to Roman 
Catholicism by “food-package”’ conver- 
sion or attacks on Protestant dogma. We 
are inclined to feel that any church that 
cannot maintain its membership in the 
face of bribes or criticism either does not 
deserve loyal support or else lacks suf- 
ficient spiritual vitality to hold its con- 
stituents. 

But we wonder most of all at the 
curious reference to “apostate priests,” 
which by definition are something of an 
anomaly. Apart from the implication 
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that there are a number of priests who 
leave the Roman Catholic communion, 
there is the technicality that unless q 
priest is excommunicated by the Church, 
in which case he loses his vocation, he 
is considered a priest forever in good 
and regular standing. Does the Roman 
Catholic Church in Italy have many 
“apostate priests” willing to sell their 
services to Protestant churches? We 
merely raise the question. 


Thomas J. Buico, 
Chairman of Catho- 
lic Action, enclosed 
the following letter to 
The Tablet (March 
6, 1954) requesting 
the office of the Post- 
master General to 
promote the issuance 
of a stamp honoring 
Mary during the 
month of May. 

“Dear Sir: 

“It is gratifying 
to nete how from time to time the 
United States Government of Ameri- 
ca through its agency the Post Office 
acknowledges and pays tribute to the 
great Americans of the past by put- 
ting out stamps in their honored mem- 
ories. 

“Tt is with this in mind that we, the 
members of Archbishop John Hughes 
Council, No. 481, of the Knights of 
Columbus, urge you, sir, to recognize 
in like manner, Mary, the Mother of 
Christ. As Americans we ask you to 
authorize a United States Government 
stamp for proper distribution during 
the month of May, 1954. It is within 
this month that we pay tribute to our 
earthly mothers. Indeed, therefore, it 
would be a fitting tribute to Christ, 
true God and true Man, to honor His 
Mother during the month of May. 

“We must not lose sight of the 
fact that the great founder of ow 
Nation, Christopher Columbus, whom 
we honor as Knights of Columbus, 
was first to pay tribute to Mary when 
he fearlessly sailed the great ocean om 


Mary. 
“4 Great 


semerican”7 
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a ship that carried and honored her 
name. We as Americans, and bene- 
ficiaries of Columbus’ great discov- 
ery, America, can hardly do less. 

“It is with one voice, privileged as 
Americans, that we call upon you, sir, 
as our Nation’s representative as 
Postmaster General, to issue the or- 
der for the making up of this stamp. 
The stamp that will honor Mary, the 
Mother of Christ and patroness of 
the United States.” 


We are forced to admit we spent some 
time pondering the contents of this let- 
ter but still find ourselves confused. For 
one thing, we are curious as to when 
Mary became the patroness of the 
United States. And, of course, that leads 
us to wonder who the patron might be. 

But the biggest source of puzzlement 
is that Mary was evidently at one time 
a great American citizen, since the re- 
quest concerns the paying of tribute to 
“great Americans of the past” and is 
made “with this in mind.” We are hav- 
ing trouble rationalizing the fact that 
Columbus discovered America in 1492 
and yet Mary lived some fifteen cen- 
turies before in a location far removed 
from the North American coutinent, ac- 
cording to our maps. Were our history 
books wrong about 1492 -a shattering 
thought !—or was Columbus not “the 
great founder of our Nation,” or did 
Mary come over on the Mayflower? We 
are in a hopeless fog of ill-logic. 

Mayday! Or should we be more cor- 
rect and say M’aidez!—Help! 


Three Provincials 
and four priests of 
the Dominican Or- 
der in France have 
been disciplined by 
order of the Very 
Rev. Emmanuel Su- 
arez, Master Gener- 
al of the Dominican 
Order, who made a 
special trip to Paris 
from Rome, reports 
The Tablet of Feb- 
ruary 20, 1954. 

“Reasons for the 


Dominican 
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disciplinary action in some cases are ap- 
parently writings concerning the priest- 
worker question and in another the 
signing of statements issued by pro- 
Communist groups.” The priests, all 
prominent writers who have been order- 
ed to give up their journalistic activities, 
and the Provincials are as follows: 

“Father Albert Avril, Provincial of 
Paris and well known radio preacher; 
Father Bellot, Provincial of Lyons; 
Father Nicholas, Provincial of Tou- 
louse; Father Pierre Boisselot, publish- 
er of the periodical “L’Actualite Relig- 
ieuse Dans Le Monde” (“Religion in 
the World Today”), Father Yves Con- 
gar, Feret and Dominic Chenu, well 
known writers and journalists.” 


For the record, Dominican monks are 
of superior mentality, independent of di- 
rect control from the Vatican and dedi- 
cated more than any other religious or- 
der to Biblical investigation and studies. 
They have been called the “heretics” in- 
side the Roman Catholic Church. They 
have their own private breviary and cel- 
ebrate mass with a ritual different from 
that used by the rest of the Church. 
Their most furious opponents are the 
Jesuits, who for a good many years have 
tried to capture the office of Master of 
the Sacred Palace, which has always 
been held by a Dominican monk. In 
both philosophy and theology the Do- 
minicans are the scholars of the Roman 
Catholic Church. In fact, the universal 
patron of theology for the entire Catho- 
lic Church is St. Thomas Aquinas, who 
was also a Dominican. 

It is in the ranks of the Dominican 
Order that the disciplinary action has 
taken place in France. We wonder, 
though, what prompted Father Suarez 
to take such drastic action against three 
Provincials and other priests. 


One of the characteristics of St. Dom- 
inick, the founder of this Order, was 
that in his missionary trips he carried 
one book with him—the Bible. Can it be 
that these priests were attempting to re- 
kindle the spirit of their founder in de- 
pending on Scriptural truth, which is 
outmoded today in the Roman Catholic 
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Church? Can it be that pressure from 
outside the Order was such that the 
Master General was forced to please the 
crying voices of Jesuits and other de- 
fenders of the papacy? Or can it be that 
as a Spaniard Father Suarez, in taking 
drastic action against the priests, is still 
carrying the torch of the Inquisition and 
is therefore unable to understand the 
real spirit of the Dominican scholar ? 

We simply raise a few questions since 
“no official explanation is available on 
the reasons for the disciplinary action,” 
according to The Tablet. 


Through the col- 
umns of this maga- 
zine we have inform- 
ed our readers of 
the persecution of 
Protestants in Spain 
and of General Fran- 
cisco Franco’s signed 
pact with the Vati- 
can practically out- 
lawing Protestant- 
ism, while at the 
same time keeping 
Spain under the 
domination of Rome. 

We have pointed out that the measure 
of so-called religious freedom for for- 
eigners in Spain is nothing but camou- 
flage. 

It is significant then that for his great 
deeds in service of the Roman Catholic 
Church Franco was honored by the 
Pope last February 28 with a decoration 
conferred on only one other individual 
during his fifteen-year pontificate. Ac- 
cording to The Tablet of March 6, Fran- 
co was solemnly invested in Madrid 
“with the insignia of the Supreme Order 
of Christ, highest and oldest papal dec- 
oration for laymen, which is reserved 
for notable services to the Church.” In- 
stituted by Pope John XXII in 1319, 
the Order by its very nature indicates 
the official attitude of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church toward Protestant persecu- 
tion in the year 1954. 
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Latin sémertea: 


Prey of ” Rightists” 


and " Leftists” 


It was one of the 
presidents of Costa 
Rica who declared 
some time ago: “As 
the sun shines over 
every Costa Rican 
citizen, religious 
freedom must be en- 
joyed by everyone 
alike.” 

This was the demo- 
cratic expression of former President 
Jimenez Oreamuno as the result of a 
brutal attack against Protestant work in 
Costa Rica—an attack led by fanatical 
priests. We remember the incident quite 
vividly. Some of our students and work- 
ers were left bleeding from the stones 
hurled at them by the attackers. Later 
we met with President Jimenez Orea- 
muno in a modest cafe, where, seated at 
the coffee table, he wrote the above 
stalwart declaration for distribution in 
the press. 


Twenty-seven years later, another 
President, Jose Figueres, rises to the 
occasion in defense of democracy while 
the other Latin American nations meet 
in Caracas. Such a frank, open declara- 
tion could come only from a democratic 
country like Costa Rica. It is particular- 
ly significant because the President rec- 
ognizes, amidst the political confusion 
occasioned by the deadly menace of 
Communism, the fact that “rightist” tyr- 
annies are also at work fighting democ- 
racy. The Roman Catholic hierarchy, 
throughout the entire political life of 
the Latin American continent since its 
independence, has always been behind 
dictators, fostering the extreme rightist 
movements and imposing its system of 
totalitarianism, reducing the mass of 
people to ignorance, exploitation, and 
poverty. 

Under the circumstances, it is @& 
couraging to have a man such as Presi 
dent Figueres stand courageously in de- 
fense of his convictions and ask the 
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constituent members of this assembly in 
Caracas to focus their eyes not only on 
the enemy of Communism, but also on 
the other system just.as pernicious and 
deadly operating without restriction. 

We believe the following letter ad- 
dressed to the Organization of Ameri- 
can States by President Figueres con- 
stitutes an historical document. 


“I regret to inform you that the Gov- 
ernment of Costa Rica has decided not 
to participate in the Tenth Inter-Amer- 
ican Conference at Caracas. My govern- 
ment understands the reasons that move 
other American states to be present at 
this conference. These reasons are, fun- 
damentally, the desire to maintain Amer- 
ican unity and the necessity to present a 
common front to possible aggression 
against the Hemisphere. Costa Rica not 
only respects those reasons, but adheres 
in advance to any resolutions that may 
be taken at the conference tending to 
strengthen American solidarity and the 
defense of the West. 


“It should be mentioned that my coun- 
try, in spite of its peaceful tradition, 
was the first in the Americas to bear 
arms against Communism—in the War 
of National Liberation of 1948, when 
the dangers of Soviet penetration were 
not recognized so clearly as today. Com- 
munism and other totalitarian move- 
ments have been outlawed in my coun- 
try since 1948, and we have broken dip- 
lomatic relations with the Soviet Union. 
If a third world war should start, or 
even if the present cold war should con- 
tinue, Costa Rica’s position will be be- 
yond question: We stand with the West, 
with democracy, with the American hem- 
isphere, and with the leadership assum- 
ed in the present world struggle by the 
United States. 


“However, because of that adherence 
to democratic and Pan-American prin- 
ciples, which form a part of our own 
national tradition, we have deemed it 
necessary, after due consideration by the 
Cabinet, that Costa Rica abstain from 
going to Caracas. We wish to give ex- 
pression by our absence to a current of 
thought existing in the Americas which 
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is opposed to holding the conference at 
Caracas unless there is a change in pre- 
vailing conditions as regards respect for 
human rights. This opinion would be 
silenced by the unanimous participation 
of all the American states. 


“This current of opinion holds that 
we are waging two simultaneous strug- 
gles in the Americas: the global fight 
against outside aggression and the in- 
ternal conflict between democracy and 
dictatorship. For half a century, atten- 
tion has been paid almost exclusively to 
the global front. The people have been 
asked to be patient in the face of inter- 
nal oppression, to keep their faith in 
democracy while outside dangers were 
averted. We are convinced that they will 
no longer endure the postponement of 
their immediate problem, which con- 
cerns their own freedom, on behalf of 
a world freedom which is, for them, ab- 
stract and remote. How can they lose 
liberties which they do not now enjoy? 


“Constitutional governments are over- 
thrown by coups d’etat and replaced by 
military dictatorships. Thousands of 
honest citizens languish in jail for years 
without trial, or roam about in exile. 
Among them are valuable exponents of 
American culture and democratic lead- 
ers of the political and labor movements. 
Meanwhile, Communist agitators infil- 
trate the unions. Police torture extracts 
“confessions” from prisoners, often 
causing their death, always damaging the 
prestige of the way of life that the 
Americas uphold. There are also cases 
of violation of the right of asylum, with 
disrespect for the sovereignty of coun- 
tries that are part of the American sys- 
tem. All this explains the loss of faith 
that is observed. 

“Costa Rica finds it beneficial to world 
democracy that, while other American 
states attend to the general needs of 
inter-Americanism and Western defense 
by their presence at Caracas, some coun- 
try should express—by its absence un- 
der present circumstances—the anguish 
of the peoples sacrificed in the struggle 
against the totalitarianisms native to this 
hemisphere. Thus, we shall help make 
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the two struggles—the global and the 
internal—equally evident. 

“!n making this decision, my cabinet 
was guided by the following reflections: 

1. The American system tends to 
constitute a new world based on 
respect for representative govern- 
ment, juridical order and liberty. 

2. The Charter of the OAS es- 
tablishes the supra-nationality of 
human rights. No undue interven- 
tion can be found, therefore, in the 
disapproval expressed by one mem- 
ber of violations of these rights by 
another. 

3. The American republics are 


exposed to the dangers presented 
by all forms of totalitarianism and 
tyranny, not only Communism. The 
grievous experience of Costa Rica, 
which culminated in civil war in 
1948, proved that the “rightist” 
tyrannies work hand in hand with 
the “extreme Left,” or international 
Communism to fight democracy. 
“For these reasons, my cabinet be. 
lieves that it is fulfilling its duties of 
Americanism by not participating in a 
conference held at Caracas under the 
conditions now prevailing, though it un. 
derstands the equally respectable mo- 
tives of the states that convene there.” 





Scurrilous Attack on Public Schools 


N A REPLY to statements made by 
Cardinal McIntyre and Justice Thom- 
as P. White concerning the threat to the 
schools “by a philosophy remarkably 
like Communism,” E. J. Hummel, Dep- 
uty Superintendent of Schools in Bever- 
ly Hills, wrote a letter to the Los An- 
geles Times of February 8, 1954. Hav- 
ing served as either a teacher or an 
administrator in the public schools of 
California for nearly 38 years, Mr. 
Hummel wrote as one qualified to speak 
on the subject. “I know many of the 
men who have been leaders in these or- 
ganizations,” he comments, 


“and I do not know of a single one who is 
not a good American devoted to the highest 
ideals of our country. If there are organiza- 
tions or individuals who are trying to ‘cre- 
ate a nationalized or Socialized system of 
education’ and ‘to organize citizen groups 
to bring pressure upon the local School 
Board and its teachers,’ we should know 
who these leaders are and the organizations 
that they represent.” 


“In my observation School Board mem- 
bers are people with minds of their own, 
keenly alert to the needs of the children in 
the schools, ready and willing to listen to 
suggestions which will improve the educa- 
tional program, but likewise concerned about 
attacks made in vague or general terms by 
those not directly interested in the welfare 
of the public schools.” 
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Witch Doctor at Worship in 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


Let your missionary giving and prayers 
include the six Central American republics 
Witchcraft and superstition hold thousands 
in spiritual bondage. Share in preaching the 
gospel of God’s grace through radio, mass 
evangelism, school and hospital work, Bible 
Institutes and Indian Centers. 


SPECIAL NEEDS 


Stalwart missionaries for rural areas and 
Indian work. Specialists in medical, radio 
and school work. 


For information write 


THE CENTRAL AMERICAN MISSION 


3611 Congress Ave., Dallas 19, Texas Dept. CM 
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his undaunte 


[It IS NOT unusual for people to change 
their religious affiliations. But it is 
considered very unusual for Roman Cath- 
olic priests to leave the priesthood. Yet 
one-third of the class with which I was 
ordained have deserted the hierarchy. 
I know ten priests who have quit from 
St. Mary’s Church in Phoenix where I 
lived for fourteen years. I personally 
know approximately one hundred ex- 
Roman Catholic priests. The number of 
priests quitting the priesthood is kept as 
secret as possible. 

According to the best estimates I have 
been able to find, at least 30 per cent of 
all Roman priests leave Rome. There are 
45,000 priests in the United States. Prob- 
ably more than 10,000 of them will leave 
the Catholic priesthood. 

Most ex-priests, because of fear of per- 
secution, fear of their own families and 
fear of starvation, slip into large cities 
and deliberately become lost and anony- 
mous in an attempt to start their lives 
anew. 

You hear only vague rumors of them 
or if they appear in a Protestant pulpit 
they are denounced by local Catholic 
Clergy and laity as being either fake 
priests or liars. 


May, 1954 





From Franciscan Priest to 


American Citizen 


By Emmett McLoucGuHiin 


If any American looks upon the Dark Ages as remote 
in time and place or considers Roman Catholic persecu- 
tion of “heretics” a thing of the past, let him read the 
story of Emmett McLoughlin, American, 41. 

Touring the United States in an effort to rouse his 
fellow citizens in defense of the democratic ideals in 
which he now so passionately believes, and which THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE can so heartily endorse, Mr. McLoughlin 
delivered the following address (appearing here in condensed form) at Constitution 
Hall, Washington, D. C., on January 21, 1954. 

As an ex-priest of the Franciscan Order, Mr. McLoughlin draws from a great 
mass of documentary evidence, because he speaks not as a witness or observer, but 
as a participant. A priest in Phoenix, Arizona, from 1934 to 1948, he heard the con- 
fessions of thousands of Phoenix Catholics, baptized hundreds of others, and buried 
many more. The experiences that led to his break with Rome, here detailed, took place 
openly and were carried by newspapers and radio alike. 

Now a “free” American, he has a vital message for other free Americans who 
even now may be letting their priceless liberties slip from their grasp. We commend 
courage and enjoin careful reading of his speech. 











Free Americans such as you are have 
no conception of the indoctrination, the 
walling in, the mental inbreeding that 
takes place in the training of a Catholic 
priest. 

The courses last twelve years. I began 
in St. Anthony Seminary in Santa Bar- 
bara, California, in 1922, and finished 
when I was sent to Phoenix in 1934. 

Upon a boy’s entrance to a seminary 
there begin twelve years of the most 
thorough and effective intellectual indoc- 
trination that the world has ever known. 
It begins gently, with a blending of the 
legitimate pleasures of boyhood, the 
stimulus of competition in studies and 
the pageantry of the forms of an ancient 
religion unseen in an ordinary parish 
church. It ends twelve years later with 
a rigidity of mental barriers, of intellec- 
tual processes, of medieval superstitions 
and religious concepts as archaic as those 
of the Buddhist monks upon the isolated 
frozen mountains of Tibet. 

Subtly we were indoctrinated in Ca- 
tholicism to the exclusion of all other 
thinking. Attendance at mass was daily 
and compulsory. So were community 
morning and evening prayers. All text- 
books, even in high school courses, were 
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written by Catholic authors. No daily 
papers were permitted nor were non- 
Catholic magazines. 


Radios for the use of Junior Seminari- 
ans were forbidden. The priests, and all 
the teachers were priests, were permitted 
a radio in their supervised recreation 
hall. We were not permitted to enter 
that hall. 


During these years of seclusion from 
American life the indoctrination in the 
“spirit” of the Catholic Church becomes 
so intense that I felt that I alone was a 
normal Christian, privileged to commune 
with God, that the American way of life 
was a pagan, sinful thing, a rebirth of the 
Roman Empire and destined to the same 
disgraceful doom in the ashes of future 
history. I came to believe that the Amer- 
ican government is to be tolerated though 
wrong; tolerated because it gives unlim- 
ited freedom to the Catholic Church; 
wrong because it gives freedom to other 
churches. I came to believe that the ideal 
form of government is the one in which 
I was living in my seclusion of spirit, 
the day when the Papacy made kings and 
the power to govern came from God to 
the king through His “representative” 
the Pope. My boyhood concept of civics, 
of the rights of man to the processes of 
law and of government through the con- 
sent of the governed faded away under 
the constant repetition of the teachings 
of Thomas Aquinas and the moral theo- 
logians. The Constitution of America and 
the laws of its states dimmed into triv- 
ialities in comparison with the all power- 
ful Code of Canon Law of the Roman 
Catholic Church. I became in all truth a 
citizen of the Church living, by accident, 
in the United States. 


The most important aspect of this pro- 
longed indoctrination is the identification 
of the Roman Church with God and the 
identification of all church superiors with 
al Roman Church and therefore with 

od. 


I had to learn to crush the lusts of the 
flesh by fasting, self-denial and even phy- 
sical torture. It might surprise Ameri- 
cans to know that in the senior semin- 
aries for Franciscan priests in the United 
States there hangs inside the door of each 
cell, or bedroom, a scourge. 


But we were not unhappy. After years 
of seclusion and indoctrination, we knew 
no other world. We were unaware of our 
indoctrination of fear. We thought it was 
love. We were constantly told so. We 
had come to accept celibacy as super- 
natural—not unnatural. We belonged to 
what we firmly believed to be the only 
enduring organization in the world—the 
Roman Catholic Church, and through it 
we belonged to God. 
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It is my firm belief that every young 
man of the thirteen of us, kneeling before 
the Archbishop Cantwell on ordination day 
in June, 1933, was so thoroughly indoc. 
trinated in his belief in the Roman Cath. 
olic Church that he sincerely believed 
that his was the greatest privilege given 
to mortal man, that nothing else matter. 
ed, nor friends, nor relatives, nor coun. 
try—only the culmination of his dreams 
of many years to hear the Archbishop 
pronounce the awesome words, “Thoy 
art a priest forever, according to the 
Order of Melchisedech.” To himself and 
to all the Roman Catholic world he was 
“Alter Christus”—“another Christ.” 


I was a Catholic priest in Phoenix for 
fourteen years. During that time I hada 
part not only in the strictly churchly dy. 
ties of saying mass, hearing confessions, 
performing baptisms, marriages and the 
other church functions but also I had 
some part in the civic and social life 
of Phoenix. I helped in the development 
of the public housing program, the Ari- 
zona State Board of Health, and the 
= and operation of Memorial Hos. 
pital. 


Light Begins To Dawn 


It began not with the realization that 
Roman doctrines were false but with the 
feeling that Roman morals were wrong. 


It would take hours to go into details, 
but briefly I became thoroughly disilly 
sioned with—(1) the lack of charity with- 
in the church and its institutions, espe- 
cially in the sisters’ hospitals; (2) the 
lack of consistency between the church's 
teachings and practice, especially on in- 
ter-racialism; (3) the unnaturalness and 
harmfulness of the Catholic teachings on 
the celibacy of the clergy and birth con- 
trol among the laity, and (4) the church's 
greed for money. 


The natural question that would occur 
to an independent American is: If you 
had lost faith or confidence in your church 
why wait ten years to leave it? The an- 
swer is—fear. The hold of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy upon its clergy is not 
the bond of love nor of loyalty nor of 
religion. It is the almost unbreakable 
chain of fear. Fear of Hell; fear of fam- 
ily; fear of the public, and fear of des- 
titution, deprivation and insecurity. | 
firmly believe that in place of the thirty 
per cent of the clergy who actually leave 
the priesthood, seventy-five percent would 
do so if it were not for the fear that is 
constantly instilled into them. 


If it had not been for our hospital I 
might still be in the Roman Catholic 
Church leading a life of misery and frus 
tration. 
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Memorial Hospital, or St. Monica’s, 
was founded on two principles, both con- 
trary to the Catholic Sisters’ hospitals. 
The first was that it is possible to train 
together as nurses, girls of all races. The 
Catholic Church teaches that there should 
be no distinction of race. Her doctrine of 
the “Mystical Body of Christ” welds all 
people into a physical unity. The Catholic 
Church does not have the “nerve” to 
practice this teaching. Most Catholic 
nursing schools will not accept girls of 
all races. 


The second principle is that it is pos- 
sible to give emergency care to every- 
body and still survive. Sisters’ hospitals 
as a rule will not do this. 

The Arizona Board of Nurse Examin- 
ers with a nun as its president refused 
to approve our school until we sued them 
and forced approval. Our students have 
come from all races and all sections of 
the country. They live together, study to- 
gether and work together. There never 
has been an interracial argument in the 
nine years of the school’s existence. 


Our policy of rendering emergency care 
to every accident case before asking fi- 
nancial questions became so well known 
that ambulance drivers and law enforce- 
ment officers brought the injured to us 
from the very doorsteps of the city’s 
other hospitals . . . and they still do. 


It was inevitable that the nuns and the 
hierarchy should squirm under the double 
thorns of racial equality and free medical 
care. They began accusing me of many 
things. They demanded that I be prepared 
to obey an order to leave Phoenix. 


The Franciscan provincial superior de- 
manded particularly that I stop our care 
of the injured, the maimed and the sick. 
“Let them die on the streets,” he told me; 
“they are the responsibility of the city 
of Phoenix, not of the Roman Catholic 
church.” 

The night that conversation took place 
I finally made up my mind. I would not 
leave Phoenix or our hospital. Instead I 
would leave the priesthood and the Cath- 
olic church. I did so December 1, 1948. 

Roman Catholics accused me, as they 
do every ex-priest, of having deserted 
God. Actually reaching that decision and 
carrying it out brought me closer to God 
than I had ever been before. In rejecting 
Roman Catholicism I had not rejected 
God or religion. I had merely- shed the 
idolatrous and money-making trappings 
of statues, medals, relics, indulgences, 
shrines, novenas and masses that the hier- 
archy had built around the concept of 
God and of religion. 

I read the Bible more than I ever had 
before. Jesus himself was not distant and 
God was not distant. 


May, 1954 





And with this closer contact with God 
came a sudden appreciation of Protestant- 
ism. I had been taught that Protestants 
were not only largely to be consigned to 
Hell in the next world, but that on earth 
they were constantly disagreeing, divid- 
ing, disintegrating, and were united only 


on one point—opposition to Roman Ca- 
tholicism. 


I came to the realization that the dif- 
ferences of Protestants though doctrinal, 
are superficial and non-essential. They 
agree on two common principles. The 
first is the personal, private independent 
interpretation of the Bible. The second 
flows from their intimacy with Jesus 
which the Bible provides. The “fellow- 
ship” among Protestants is something 
that Roman Catholics simply do not un- 
derstand. 


To me American democracy with its 
material, intellectual and cultural accom- 
plishments and its human and humanita- 
rian pre-eminence is the ultimate blos- 
soming of these two principles. 


It is difficult for me to express my per- 
sonal appraisal of American democracy 
without perhaps appearing to the critical 
intellectual mind to be maudlin and sen- 
timental. I am sentimental about it. For 
the tyranny of totalitarianism is not con- 
fined to political states, and the emotion- 
al appreciation of America is not reserved 
only to those who reject a nationality to 
become its citizens. 


Now I was an adult, examining for the 
first time the nation that was my own 
and marveling, not only at its physical 
make-up and resources, but at its moral, 
intellectual and spiritual resources. 


But, my friends, this heritage will sure- 
ly be destroyed and that great love which 
America shows will die unless the princi- 
ples of freedom of the Bible, freedom 
of thought, freedom of worship, freedom 
of speech, are preserved. 

These freedoms are in real danger of 
being destroyed and that danger comes 


from within this country, not from with- 
out. 


Let me tell you just a few of the at- 
tacks in the cold war that the Catholic 
Church has waged against me in the five 
years since I exercised my American priv- 
ilege of freedom of thought and freedom 
< — and dared to leave the priest- 

ood. 


I received more than ten thousand let- 
ters and I still receive them. A few were 
friendly and congratulatory but the bulk 
of them, even from bishops and priests, 
condemned me so severely and in many 
instances in such vile language that if 
they were opened by the postal authori- 
ties their writers could have been ar- 
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rested for sending obscene matter through 
the mails. 

Malicious rumors were deliberately 
spread by the Catholic clergy. The hier- 
archy, through Catholic members of the 
Board of Directors, tried to throw me out 
of the hospital I had built. I had foreseen 
this move and had been replacing Catho- 
lics with Protestants as Board members. 


When the Catholics could not run me 
out of the hospital they tried to wreck 
the hospital and are still trying to do it. 

The Catholic-controlled American Col- 
lege of Hospital Administrators has bar- 
red me from membership. The seminary 
I attended has refused to grant me my 
college degree. 


Roman Catholicism will stoop to the 
lowest depths to crush its opposition. The 
hierarchy can no longer burn at the stake. 
But one of its devout subjects did try to 
choke me to death as a traitor to Rome. 
Another tried to kill my wife. 


I could enumerate such cases by the 
hour. 


The Roman Catholic Church wants to 


make America Catholic. If it does, the 
things that it has done to me will be the 
pattern of our land. The Catholic church 
believes that it alone has the truth, that 
all of its teachings are true, that all men 
have an obligation of accepting the truth 
and therefore must accept its doctrines 
and practice its morals. It believes that 
all other religions are false and have no 
right to freedom or even existence. 


Roman Catholic lobbies, sometimes ac- 
tually composed of priests, try to prevent 
the passage of laws in Congress and in 
the state legislatures that they do not 
like, and they actively promote laws they 
do want. 


We are all familiar with the Catholic 
legal battle to secure the public tax funds 
for Catholic schools and the distinct serv- 
ice being rendered by P.O.A.U. 

In many parts of the country the Cath- 
olic Church has secured control of school 
boards. The public schools have in those 
areas virtually Catholic schools financed 
with tax funds. 


Catholic bishops and priests have learn- 
ed all too well how to use the boycott and 
actually ruin newspapers, theaters, radio 
stations and magazines that dare print or 
say anything against the Catholic Church. 

he shadow of the Roman Catholic 
Index of Forbidden Books has fallen over 
many schools and libraries in America. 
The censorship office of the moving pic- 
ture industry is controlled by the Catho- 
lic Church. 

There is a field that is vital to all of 
us and that has to a great extent come 
under the domination of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy. It is the hospital system 
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of America—a system of institutions up- 
on which our very lives can depend. Cath. 
olic hospitals treat almost half the na- 
tion’s private patients. Their nursing 
schools train almost one-third of the na- 
tion’s nurses. Yet Catholic hospitals oper- 
ate, not according to the laws of our 
states or according to the laws of the 
United States, but according to the canon 
law of the Roman Catholic Church. Their 
doctors, whatever their personal religion, 
are governed, not by the Code of Ethics 
of the American Medical Association, 
but by the Code of Ethics of Catholic 
Moral Theology. And you, if you are a 
patient in a Catholic hospital, must abide 
by that foreign code even if it means 
your death. 


Yes, the threat of Roman Catholic 
power is seriously great—fortunately the 
power of American freedom is still great- 
er. This has been the most encouraging 
fact that stands out as a result of m 
open break from the priesthood. 


Five years have passed since the event- 
ful evening when the presses rolled and I 
stood in the rectory of St. Mary’s church 
in Phoenix and offered farewell to my 
fellow Franciscan priests. They have been 
the happiest years of my life, years of 
struggle, of work, of relaxation and of 
love in an unbelievably happy marriage. 

Many sincere Roman Catholics are per- 
turbed about their church. It is their 
birthright and they want to be proud of 
it. But (secretly or among their close 
friends) they deplore its financial rapaci- 
ty, its political alliances, its archaic mor- 
al doctrines which they either ignore or 
permit to ruin their lives and their mar- 
riages. They continue to hope that it will 
change, that it may become more charita- 
ble, less aggressive and more realistic 
in faith and morals. 

I have pictured the tyranny of fear that 
chains Catholic priests to their religious 
posts long after they have become dis- 
illusioned and yearn for the freedom and 
normal life of America. 


The past five years have been those of 
a free man, a man restored to his birth- 
right of American liberties, liberties 
which in his 41 years of life under the 
American flag, he had never been per- 
mitted to enjoy. 

I am an Americ-n again, not a foreign 
subject on American soil. 


I can also love God and continue with 
freedom in the service of my fellow man. 
For that freedom is now my heritage 
also. It is the freedom of America, the 
freedom that I, too, with all free men 
must guard. Like Thomas Jefferson, 1 
“have sworn upon the altar of God eter- 
nal hostility against every form of tyram 
ny over the mind of man.” 
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N ROME last February 11, the 
Vatican and the Italian govern- 
ment celebrated the 25th anniver- 
sary of Mussolini’s famed Lateran 
pact with the Vatican, “which 
church and state still hold solemnly 
binding,” according to Time (Feb- 
ruary 22, 1954). “Flags flew, and 
there were services and speeches 
commemorating the recognition of 
the Pope’s sovereignty over Vati- 
can City and the designation of Ro- 
man Catholicism as the state relig- 
ion of Italy.” 

The following day, February 12, 
an Italian preacher, Lido Petrini, 
of the Church of Christ in Leghorn 
was taken into custody while lead- 
ing prayer in the church, and his 
congregation was forced to disband. 
On February 13, Saturday, Italian 
police descended upon Rome’s 
Church of Christ and chiseled its 
name off a wall, removing first the 
word “Christ.” On Sunday, Petrini, 
who had been released, was again 

































y taken into custody in the “third ac- 
‘n tion against the church in less than 
of 40 hours,” reads the AP dispatch of 
of that date. 






The sign of the Church of Christ, 
which has been having difficulties 
getting recognition in spite of Ita- 



























of ly’s constitutional guarantees, was 
se removed by direct orders of Rome 
cl police headquarters, which is under 
oT the Italian ministry of the interior, 
or now headed by the new premier, 
ar Mario Scelba. 
ill “In 1950,” reports Western Voice 
ta- (February 17, 1954), “when troubles 
tic with Italian authorities first began, 
the Italian interior ministry was 
hat headed by Scelba. He then criticiz- 
Dus ed the Church of Christ and other 
lis- Protestant Evangelical cults as ‘aid- 
and ing Communism in Italy.’ ” 
Criticism of Protestant religions 
of in Italy has sharpened since his rise 
rth- to the premiership. In the first col- 
ties lective letter of its kind, the 19 
the presidents of Italy’s Roman Catho- 
Der- lic episcopal conferences, including 
the Cardinal Archbishops of eight 
sign major cities, said, according to the 
AP report, “Pernicious errors are 
with arising in Italy from Protestant 
oak propaganda, which tends to menace 
tage the spiritual unity of the Italian 
the people.” 
men The era of Roman Catholic per- 
n, 1 secution has not yet drawn to a 
close. Caveat lector—Let the reader 
eter- 
rate beware! 













PROTESTANTISM 
A Crime In Italy 


By Prof. Vincenzo C. Nitti 
Portici, Naples, Italy 





N THE afternoon of March 2, 1953, 
O at the Lateran Atheneus in Rome, 
while celebrating the fourteenth an- 
niversary of the elevation to the Pontifi- 
cate of Pius XII, Cardinal Alfred Ottaviani 
asserted before a large audience of prel- 
ates, students and civilians, that there can- 
not be a religious plurality, and that the 
absolute confessional principles of the Ro- 
man Catholic church must be respected. 
The Cardinal asserted further that it is 
a certain and undebatable truth that the 
principles of ECCLESIASTICAL PUBLIC 
RIGHTS and the duty of the governing 
officials in a state composed mostly of 
Catholics, must direct the legislation to 
suit the Catholic Church; and that in a 
predominantly Catholic country such as 
Italy the people not only privately, but also 
publicly, must profess Roman Catholicism, 
and that the legislation of the country must 
favor Catholic interests; and further that 
the state must defend the religious patri- 
mony of the people against any attack 
which would upset the Catholic faith. 
The above quotations are sufficient evi- 
dence that Roman Catholicism is one of 
the fundamental interests of the Italian 
state and of every state where Romanism 
is in the majority, and that any evangelis- 
tic effort on the part of Protestant mis- 
sionaries automatically becomes a CRIME 
AGAINST THE STATE. This is what the 
Roman Catholic Church has been able to 
accomplish politically in Italy since the 
new republic was founded January 1, 1948. 


A Crime to Preach Christ 


Preaching the Gospel in Italy is a crime 
not because it implies a political or ideo- 
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logical opposition to organized government, 
but because it is a religious activity con- 
trary to the recognized confessional relig- 
ion of the state. The Catholic claim is 
FOUNDED ON THE PRESUPPOSITION 
THAT ROMAN CATHOLICISM HAS THE 
TRUTH AND IT ALONE IS WORTHY 
OF FREEDOM, AND THAT ALL OTHER 
RELIGIONS ARE IN ERROR. It is this 
presumption on the part of the Vatican 
which is at the basis of recent outbreaks 
of persecutions against Protestant mission- 
aries, both native and foreign, in Italy. 


For a catalog of these persecutions, it 
would be well to consult an article by Gior- 
gio Spini, entitled: “Persecution against 
Evangelicals in Italy,” which appeared in 
the January, 1953, issue of Il Ponte, a lead- 
ing monthly review of politics and litera- 
ture, published by La Nuova Italia, Flor- 
ence, Italy. Suffice it to say that Walden- 
sians, Baptists, Methodists, Pentecostals, 
Salvation Army, Church of Christ (both the 
Texan and Mediterranean branches), Sev- 
enth-day Adventists, and other undenomin- 
ational groups were affected, including al- 
so the Christian Service Center of Naples. 
Incidentally, the latter serves only Ameri- 
can and English Protestant sailors, yet the 
Italian authorities want to close it. Only 
the intervention of NATO and of a high- 
ranking admiral have kept it open. 


The Fate of Roman Catholic Priests 


Can it be said that Italy is really Roman 
Catholic when only a small percentage of 
Italians go to church on Sunday apd in 
view of the fact that Pope Pius XII ex- 
communicated about 8,500,000 Italians in 
1948? And what about priests who wish to 
abandon their Church? 


According to a treaty between the Re- 
public of Italy and the Vatican, no priest 
who leaves the church of Rome can be 
employed by the Italian state in any 
capacity in which he meets the public. The 
Italian state controls all schools from the 
grades to the university; and railroads, 
postal and telegraph services, besides many 
Italian industries, are either government- 
owned or government-subsidized,and there- 
fore closed to apostate priests. What can 
the priest who leaves the church do but 
starve? To the old Roman Catholic affirma- 
tion that outside the Church there is no 
salvation, must now be added, thanks to 
the Christian Democratic party: outside 
the Church there is no bread. 

The Italian state and the Vatican, which 
consider former priests and friars to be 
“untouchables,” prefer to condemn them 
to a veritable death by starvation, to so- 
cial and economic ostracism, and in addi- 
tion they often boycott the relatives of 
these former priests in their business re- 
lations. In all Italy it is known that the 
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Roman Catholic Church prefers to keép 
within its own bosom priests who do not 
believe in its dogmas and practices rather 
than permit them to leave the Mother 
Church. Think of a priest without faith 
saying mass daily, lying against himself, 
the Church, and believers; think of a priest 
who absolves penitents, yet does not be 
lieve in the act he is performing; think of 
priests whose lives are in direct contradic. 
tion to the teachings of Christian morality, 


Expulsion of Protestant Missionaries 


Four years ago Father Lombardi, a Jeg 
uit known as the “Microphone of God,” 
but who more correctly should be called 
the Mouthpiece of the Vatican, came to the 
public square near The Evangelical Biblica] 
Institute, directed by Anthony Caliandro, 
and there on a specially built open stand, 
surrounded by eighteen corps of police 
in uniform and plain clothes, harangued 
against the Methodist Orphan Home in the 
town of Portici, and against the Institute 

He actually tried to incite the people 
to drive out the occupants of the Insti- 
tute and added that if they did not get rid 
of the Protestants, they would be visited 
by the fulminations of God, Saint Cyrus 
(the patron saint of the community), and 
other “satellites of Heaven” at his com 
mand. In any truly civilized country this 
Jesuit demagogue would have suffered the 
penalty of the law, but instead he had the 
protection of the police. However, Father 
Lombardi was greatly disappointed, for the 
people did not move against the Institute, 
but turned their backs on him in disgust. 

With the elevation of Bishop Marcello 
Mimmi to the Cardinalship of Naples in 
January, 1953, the battle between the Vat 
ican-controlled Italian government and the 
growing Protestant movement entered into 
a@ newer and more acute phase. In that 
month and the succeeding months the 
Italian government through the local pe 
lice delivered expulsion orders to some sir 
teen American Protestant missionaries 
working in Italian cities from Piedmont to 
Calabria. Among these was Mr. Caliandro. 


The Challenge 


If the Roman Catholic Church is allowed 
to increase its power by dominating one 
government after another, what will be 
come of the fundamental human rights 
such as America now enjoys? Protestants 
everywhere should once and for all takes 
united stand and with the Word of God e 
pose the religious pretenses of the Chureh 
of Rome. And they should once for all de 
clare as false that which Pope Pius IX ani 
his successors including the present pope 
maintain, namely: That it is an ERROR 
to hold that “every man is free to embrate 
and to profess that religion which, guided 
by the light of reason, he judges true.” 
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HE THIRD Session of the Vatican 
Council* has decreed that no one is 

allowed to interpret Holy Scripture 
against the unanimous consent of the 
Church Fathers. (Vatic. sess. 3, can. 2) In 
this connection the Most Reverend Arch- 
bishop Kenrick, in a speech before the 






CO ear, ee 






















































































































: Vatican Council, stated the following: 
od “The rule of Biblical interpretation im- 
he posed upon us is this: that the Scriptures 
al | are not to be interpreted contrary to the 
% | wanimous consent of the Fathers. It is 
. doubtful whether any instance of that 
ej | unanimous consent is to be found. But this 
he } failing, the rule to lay down for us the 
te. 1 law of following, in their interpretation 
ple } of Scripture, the major number of the 
sti: | Fathers, that might seem to approach una- 
rid | nimity. Accepting this rule, we are com- 
ted | yelled to abandon the usual modern ex- 
a position of the words, ‘On this rock will 
om I build my church.’ 
this Ina remarkable pamphlet printed in fac- 
the f simile of manuscript, and presented to the 
the | Fathers almost two months ago, we find 
ther § five different interpretations of the word 
the ‘tock,’ in the place cited, the first of which 
2 declares (I transcribe the words) ‘that the 
sello church was built on Peter’; and this inter- 
5 in | pretation is followed by seventeen Fath- 
Vat | efs—among them Origen, Cyprian, Jer- 
| the § ome, Hilary, Cyril of Alexandria, Leo the 
into § Great, Augustine. 
= “The second interpretation understands 
| po from these words, ‘On this rock will I 
» six. build my church,’ that the church was 
aries | built on all the apostles, whom Peter rep- 
nt to } tesented by virtue of the primacy. And 
ndro. § this opinion is followed by eight Fathers 
—among them Origen, Cyprian, Jerome, 
Augustine, Theodoret. 
lowel } “The third interpretation asserts that 
‘ : the words, ‘On this rock,’ etc., are to be 
rights uderstood of the faith which Peter had 
stants professed—that this faith, this profession 
take a | Of faith, by which we believe Christ to be 
‘od ex | the Son of the living God, is the everlast- 
— ing and immovable foundation of the 
le 
oa ‘It was at this same Third Session of the Vatican 
t pope Council, which convened in Rome on April 24, 
YRROR 1870, that the dogma of The Infallibility of the 
Pope was promulgated. See “Roman Catholic 
mbrace Bishop Strossmayer, a Champion Against the In- 
_ fallibility of the Pope, “CONVERTED CATHOLIC 











Magazine,” January, 1954. 
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“On This Rock Will | Build My Church” 


church. This interpretation is the wcighti- 
est of all, since it is followed by forty- 
four Fathers and doctors; among them, 
from the East, are Gregory of Nyssa, 
Cyril of Alexandria, Chrysostom, Theo- 
phylact; from the West, Hilary, Ambrose, 
Leo the Great; from Africa, Augustine. 


“The fourth interpretation declares that 
the words, ‘On this rock’ are to be under- 
stood of that rock which Peter had con- 
fessed, that is, Christ—that the church 
was built upon Christ. This interpretation 


is followed by sixteen Fathers and doc- 
tors. 


“The fifth interpretation of the Fathers 
understands by the name of the rock, the 
faithful themselves who believing Christ 
to be the Son of God, are constituted liv- 
ing stones out of which the church is built. 
From this it follows, either that no argu- 
ment at all, or one of the slenderest prob- 
ability, is to be derived from the words, 
‘On this rock will I build my church,’ in 
support of the primacy. Unless it is cer- 
tain that by the rock is to be understood 
the Apostle Peter in his own person and 
not in his capacity as the chief apostle 
speaking for them all, the word supplies 
no argument whatever, I do not say in 
proof of Papal infallibility, but even in 
support of the primacy of the Bishop of 
Rome. If we are bound to follow the ma- 
jority of the Fathers in this thing, then 
we are bound to hold for certain that by 
the rock should be understood the faith 
professed by Peter, not Peter professing 
the faith.” (Speech of Archbishop Ken- 
rick; cited in ‘An Inside View of the Vati- 
can Council,’ edited by Leonard Woolsey 
Bacon, pages 107-109). 


Since the rock can only refer to Peter’s 
faith that Christ is the Son of God (ac- 
cording to the unanimous consent of the 
Fathers), it can not refer to Peter as a 
person. Therefore, any honest Roman 
Catholic following the rule of unanimous 
consent, must believe with the majority 
of the Fathers that Peter is mot the rock 
upon which Christ promised to build His 
Church; for if the rock refers to Peter’s 
faith that Christ is the Son of God (as 
the church Fathers affirm), then the prom- 
ise naturally follows that upon this faith 
Christ built His Church. (Mat. 16:18) 
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RED PATCHES 
IN THE PURPLE CURTAIN 


By W. M. Montano 


This might sound strangely out of or- 
der when the Roman Catholic Church 
has aligned all her forces to combat 
Communism and has called the entire 
world to her aid in a “righteous” war 
against a godless ideology. It might 
sound paradoxical in view of Roman 
Catholic charges of Communism within 
the ranks of Protestantism. It might 
even sound like a complete fabrication. 
But it makes sense to anyone desiring 
to interpret the facts. And the facts are 
simply these : 

That the Vatican has no scruples 
about seeking an alliance with any major 
power, including the Kremlin. That 
Communism and Catholicism are by no 
means incompatible. That, on the con- 
trary, Communism abounds where Ca- 
tholicism is strongest. That the Vatican, 
however, is anxious to appear as the 
champion of the free world against Com- 
munism. 

A brief look at recent history will 
amply justify the first assertion. Less 
than three decades ago, Cardinal Merry 
del Val looked upon the late unlamented 
Mussolini as a man “visibly protected 
by God,” and two months later (Decem- 
ber, 1926) Pope Pius XI himself called 
him “the man sent by Providence.” In 
these early years of his supremacy, Mus- 
solini thus had the assurance that he 
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HREE GLASSES clinked in a toast to “the coming friendly rela- 

tions between the Vatican and the Kremlin.” The year: 1923. The 
location: the Italian cruiser Dante Alighieri. The dramatis personae: Chicherin, 
Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs ; the king of Italy ; the Archbishop of Genoa, 
The scene takes place behind the Purple Curtain. There is no audience. 






could count on the support of the Pope, 
who, having no use for democracy and 
fearful of Communism, was willing to 
pay court to the lesser evil of Fascism 
Conscientious Catholics were even a 
lowed to take the Fascist oath of alleg- 
ance to Mussolini “without sin” by ad¢- 
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ing a mental reservation fortuitously 
provided by the Pope. 

As for Germany under the Hitler re- 
gime, there was no lack of Catholic theo- 
logians to prove that Nazism as well as 
Fascism could be reconciled with Roman 
Catholicism. In fact, when Hitler sent 
Ribbentrop to Rome on a mission of 
appeasement preparatory to his attack 
on Russia in 1941, the Vatican radio 
ceased its anti-German broadcasts. 


Recognizing his subordinate role in a 
Europe dominated by the Axis, Pius XI 
nevertheless preferred subordination to 
the state, to separation of church and 
state, in spite of the odium of both. The 
former did offer certain financial and 
civil advantages, however, which were 
not altogether to be ignored. And it was 
easy to hope for better days. 

But the dark horse in the field was 
Russia. When, after the outbreak of 
World War II, Hitler committed the 
Axis powers to a fight to the finish with 
Russia, and England and the United 
States overnight committed themselves 
toa program of lend-lease to their new 
ally, the Pope had a real problem on his 
hands. But there was a solution. He 
merely placed a wager on each contend- 
er, then comfortably sat on the fence to 
await the results. As the winner emerg- 
ed, he had only to name him, acclaim 
him, collect on his wager, and receive 
congratulations for his perspicacity. It 
was as simple as that. 

Meanwhile, to cloud the issue, Bishop 
Hurley of Florida loudly proclaimed 
that Nazism represented the first enemy 
of mankind ; Monsignor Sheen admitted 
that the U. S. should aid Russia materi- 
ally; and Archbishop Curley of Balti- 
more consigned both systems to the 
prince of darkness. Shortly after Pearl 
Harbor, the Pope in a lengthy address 
pronounced his benediction, albeit in 
veiled terms, on both Mussolini and 
President Roosevelt. The plot thickened. 

As for Russia, Pius XII, while papal 
nuncio in Germany, had made negoti- 
ations in 1925 with the aforementioned 
Chicherin, who presented him with So- 
viet proposals for a Kremlin-Vatican 
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concordat; the former hoped through 
these negotiations that a large section 
of the Orthodox Church would embrace 
Roman Catholicism and yield obedience 
to the Vatican. However, negotiations 
lapsed in 1927, when the Vatican sought 
power through Fascism. But the signifi- 
cant fact is that when Hitler invaded 
Russia in 1941, the new Pope, Pius XII, 
refused to bestow his blessing on the 
Axis partners and remained judicious- 
ly silent about Russia, whose early de- 
feat was generally anticipated. The for- 
tunes of war eventually proved the wis- 
dom of silence, and by 1943, the then 
Monsignor Spellman was already mak- 
ing plans to go to Moscow in the hope 
of converting Stalin to Roman Catholi- 
cism or at least concluding a Soviet 
concordat with Rome. 

The uninitiated could easily get lost 
in this labyrinth of negotiations and 
counter-negotiations, duplicity and com- 
plicity, were it not for a single, palpable 
thread running from beginning to end 
of the maze—a thread composed of two 
twisted strands, one political, one eccle- 
siastical. Politically, the Pope, though 
lacking any divisions, as Stalin pointed 
out so succinctly, has immense power 
that he wields constantly to his own ad- 
vantage—now favoring one side, now 
another, now playing both ends against 
the middle, now remaining prudently 
aloof. Ecclesiastically, he has faithful 
adherents in every land, taught to yield 
primary allegiance to Rome and so dis- 
persed as to provide a convenient raison 
d’etre in any part of the world for any 
political maneuvers requiring the cloak 
of religion. Is Nazism going to conquer 
Europe? Then let us conclude a con- 
cordat with Hitler to gain religious free- 
dom for Roman Catholics under the 
New Order. Is America entering the 
war? Then let us hate Nazism, love Rus- 
sia, and pay court to F.D.R. to gain 
prestige for Catholics in the land of op- 
portunity. Is Russia mighty in world af- 
fairs? Then let us make alliances with 
her to protect the faithful within her 
borders from persecution. 

So goes the Vatican “line.” And 
though complex in operation, it is by no 


145 


means difficult to comprehend—except 
for one curious twist: While the Pope 
may for political reasons seek peaceful 
coexistence for his subjects in Commun- 
ist countries, there remains the remark- 
able paradox that Communism abounds 
where Catholicism is strongest. Why 
this strange dichotomy? Why should a 
fig tree bring forth sour grapes? And 
if this be true, why then such vigorous 
opposition on the part of the Roman 
Catholic Church, in the United States, 
at any rate, to Communism? 

Careful examination of the facts will 
reveal that the conflict is not necessarily 
ideological nor has it anything to do with 
the fact that Communism is atheistic. 
In fact, as we stated in THE CoNVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE of last November, 

“the Pope is bound by his apostolic 

mission to enter into contact with any 

government, good or bad; in fact, he 
must deal even with the devil—a dras- 
tic word used by Pope Pius XI in 
speaking of Mussolini. The Pope 
could negotiate with Stalin and Tito 
in defense of the faithful in Russia 
and Yugoslavia, and it is not the 

Pope’s fault that he has no contact 

with them.” (Quotation from Osser- 

vatore Romano. Italics added.) 

What then is the basis for the strug- 
gle? What is the essence of the mystery 
that allows the Roman Catholic Church 
to spawn Communism on the one hand 
and spurn it on the other? to pledge 
support here and imprecate there? to 
appease this power and oppose that? to 
embrace today and renounce tomorrow ? 
The answer is brilliant in its logic, bru- 
tal in its simplicity. It is as old as man, 
as subtle as the angel of light. It is— 
demonstrably—the lust for power. The 
Roman Catholic Church from its earliest 
history has coveted supremacy. She has 
had no desire to look up to or be sub- 
servient to a higher power. She prefers 
the high seat for herself alone. Correla- 
tively, she will not tolerate any system 
that does not recognize her as the su- 
preme power. 

All her machinations, all her intrigues, 
all her political maneuverings down 
through the centuries have centered 
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around this one theme: power. This 15 
the national anthem of the kingdom of 
the Vatican: power. This is the Mystery 
Tune of the Pied Piper of Rome: 
POWER. 

And this is both her strength and her 
weakness. For the lust for power ex- 
plains why she courts Communism be- 
hind the Iron Curtain and curses Com- 
munism in America—while chafing at 
the inroads of Communism into her own 
camp in Catholic countries. Let the ree- 
ord speak. 


In Italy 


For years the Roman Catholic Church 
has been plagued with the problem, 
growing in intensity, of fighting Com- 
munism within so-called Catholic coun- 
tries. That the problem is real and ree- 
ognized by the Church is evident from 
the concern of Catholic writers. “To 
fight Communism effectively, there has 
to be a united Church,” writes Daniel 
J. Lord, S.J., noted Catholic actionist 
(Information, November, 1952) ; “cler- 
gy and laity must form a solid front 
against the enemy. We need only recall 
the violent anticlericalism of some of 
the countries, once Catholic, which are 
now either Communist or on the way to- 
ward Communism.” 

Italy is no exception. The Christian 
Democratic party (previously headed by 
Alcide de Gasperi), though a Catholic 
party approved by the Vatican, includes 
within its unstable ranks many anti- 
clericals and in last year’s election cam- 
paign numbered among its supporters 
three allies with their roots deep in 
Italy’s “long and emphatic anticlerical 
past,” according to Time (May 25, 
1953). “It is the supreme anomaly ina 
land of anomalies that 99.6% Catholic 
Italy is bitterly anticlerical in politics. 
The war between church and state has 
never truly ended,” the article continues. 
Strangely enough, until de Gasperi took 
office, Italy had never had a practicing 
Catholic as Premier, though the state re 
ligion has always been Roman Catholic. 


But in spite of the fact that “to bea 
Communist is, by decree of the Vatican, 
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a mortal sin,” says Time, “. . . in some 
leading Italian towns the best place to 
find the leading Communists together is 
at Sunday Mass.” This is no obscure 
fact. 

As recently as January 24, 1954, This 
Week magazine carried a feature article 
by Henry J. Taylor with the banner 
headline: “Italy Is Going Communist !” 
“My own observations in Italy since 
(the 1953 election] have convinced me 
that Italy will be the first free nation 
in all history to vote itself Communist,” 
writes Mr. Taylor, author, economist, 
and commentator on ABC. Contrary to 
established policy in Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, the Soviet has not captured Ital- 
ians by means of a coup or a revolution ; 
the port of entry was through the will 
of the people—nothing more, nothing 
less. “Behind the Iron Curtain . . . the 
people who have experienced Commun- 
ism are revolting against Communism. 
Yet here where Communism has never 
been encountered its appeal grows and 
grows”—and this in spite of the sup- 
posed bulwarks of the Catholic Church 
and American aid. “Vota Comunista, 
Vota Comunista”’ is the catchword, and 
dollars and dogma go unheeded. 

But note Mr. Taylor’s arresting com- 
ment: “Nearly every leader in the Ital- 
tan Communist Party claims he is a 
Catholic.” (Italics added.) 

“‘T am as good a Catholic as you are,’ 
he shouts at village meetings. ‘I go to 
church with you. I believe the Pope 
should run the Church. I believe the 
priest should run his parish. But not our 
village.’ ” 

“The place of the priest,” a church- 
going Italian is likely to grumble, “is 
in the sacristy, not the public square,” 
Time affirms. 

This is anticlericalism in its most vir- 
ulent form, because it exists in the body 
of the Church itself. This is the bait 
that Communists use in their bloodless 
campaign. This epitomizes the whole 
problem. “It answers the mystery (and 
destroys all reassurance) regarding how 
a deeply religious and overwhelmingly 
Catholic country can nevertheless go 
Communist.” 
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And all the keys of heaven and of hell, 
allegedly controlled by the Vatican, are 
powerless to stay the surge of a force 
that leaves the Church frothing like a 
mad dog in the face of a tidal wave—not 
because of hatred of water or impotence 
to escape elsewhere, but simply because 
of challenged supremacy at a particular 
time, in a particular place. 


In France 


In France the situation is similar. The 
French hierarchy, with Popes Pius XI 
and XII, “vigorously condemns Com- 
munist doctrine and warns the faithful 
against its influence,” and yet Cardinal 
Suhard, speaking emphatically for the 
Church in France, reveals a seeming du- 
plicity when he concedes that “No Cath- 
olic should be compelled to reproach 
himself for having given his support to 
the establishment of a regime which 
brings with it such injustices” as Com- 
munism. 


Jean Villain, S.J., from whom the 
above material is quoted, relates the 
problem in some detail in his article, 
“Social Attitudes of the French Hier- 
archy,” (The Catholic Mind, March 
1953). Simply stated, Capitalism has 
failed in France, and it would seem that 
the only other movement offering any 
solution to the labor problems is Com- 
munism. Inasmuch as French Catholics 
“were constantly being invited to collab- 
orate closely with the Communists in a 
more or less official capacity in their 
struggle against injustice,” according to 
Villain, the question of the association 
of Catholics with Communists reached 
an acute stage. But note his observation: 
“Uncritical opposition to all Communist 
efforts could be a source of danger for 
religion.” Quoting the Archbishop of 
Aix, he continues: 

“A systematic and unconditional 
opposition to the Communist move- 
ment runs the risk of making Catho- 
lics appear as enemies ‘of the worker 
class and might drive the workers 
further from the Church. For this 
reason they must be on their 
guard lest opposition to Communism 
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make them appear to oppose the 
workers’ desire for freedom and jus- 
tice and improved living conditions.” 


The relationship between Catholics 
and Communists is seen to be one of 
expediency, not of incompatibility,as the 
Church would have Americans believe. 
Continuing, Villain observes that the 
“Christian Progressivists” undertook to 
unite their political action closely with 
the activities of the Communist Party,” 
believing that they could reject Com- 
munist atheism and at the same time 
promote the political and social action 
of the Party. Furthermore, Cardinal 
Suhard, quoted above, asserted that it 
was possible for Catholics to be led “‘to 
undertake their action parallel to that 
of the Communists in seeking limited 
and precise objectives required by the 
general interest, without any essential 
union with the special objectives of the 
Communist Party.” 


French Worker Priests 


In this connection, one recalls the al- 
most ludicrous controversy that devel- 
oped over the use of worker priests. The 
worker-priest movement, it will be re- 
membered, was started at the end of 
World War II in an effort to halt the 
inroads of Communism into the work- 
ing class. Early last September, Mr. M. 
Massiani wrote (in The Tablet, Septem- 
ber 19) that Cardinal Saliege, Arch- 
bishop of Toulouse, was warning these 
priests against becoming interested in 
the workers’ problems to the neglect of 
the Gospel; he “stressed that priests 
must stick to spiritual interests and not 
become labor leaders.” Another article 
in the same issue reported that “the 
training of French seminarians as ‘work- 
er priests’ has been ordered stopped by 
the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries 
and Universities at Rome,” ostensibly 
because some young priests “had let 
their zeal for social justice lead them 
into conflict with Church doctrine”—the 
conflict being over leftist activities. 

By the first of October, four worker 
priests had joined the “progressive 
Christians,” a leftist group against which 
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Church authorities have warned Catho- 
lics (see The Catholic Universe Bulle- 
tin, October 2, 1953), and had made a 
public attack on the French Confeder- 
ation of Christian Workers for acting 
in a strike “without first consulting the 
Communist-controlled General Confed- 
eration of Labor.” 

A more recent press dispatch from 
Vatican City, dated December 28, 1953 
(as quoted in Toronto’s The Sentinel, 
January 21, 1954), contains the follow- 
ing admission regarding the outcome of 
having priests work in factories: “Crit- 
icism recently sharpened against the pro- 
gram, however, when it was charged that 
some of the priests were being converted 
to Communism.” 

By February 3, the controversy had 
crystallized into a rebellion when 73 of 
the country’s approximately 100 worker 
priests drew up a strongly-worded state- 
ment protesting the decision of the Cath- 
olic hierarchy to recall them from their 
factory and dock jobs. (The Tablet, Feb- 
ruary 6, 1954.) According to La Croir, 
Paris Catholic daily, and the Paris cor- 
respondent of the New York Times, the 
document was “Marxist in tone” and 
phraseology. 

On the purely political front, there 
are occasional straws in the wind to 
show the drift of political fortunes. The 
Universe Bulletin of January 22, 1954, 
reported that the French National As- 
sembly, in an election “decided in part 
by religious issues,” chose Socialist An- 
dre Le Troquet as its president (a post 
similar to that of speaker of the House 
in the American Congress). “Regarded 
as an upset, Le Troquet’s victory was 
also seen as a triumph for the Com 
munists, who supported him.” Pierre 
Pflimlin, the opposition candidate, was 
considered by the Radical Socialists, 
who were expected to support him, a 
too much of a “clericalist,” coming a 
he does from strongly Catholic Alsace 
“The election was widely interpreted in 
the French press as a Communist vie 
tory,” the Bulletin conceded. 


In the Netherlands 
The Catholic Church is having its 
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troubles in Holland, where for several 
years the Catholic and Socialist parties 
have formed a coalition government. 
According to the Chicago Daily Tribune 
(June 8, 1953), “Leaders of the Cath- 
dic party today fear that the continued 
coalition is the cause of rot in the Cath- 
dic party,” since “many Catholic union 
members are drifting off to the Socialist 
party.” Here again, as in Italy, union 
members claim they are not voting 
against the Catholic Church simply be- 
cause they belong to the Socialist party. 



























































In Spain 

“By tradition and Franco’s constitu- 
tion, Spain is a Christian State,” reports 
Time (February 8, 1954). But the “ov- 
ewhelming majority” of Spanish work- 
ers are indifferent to religion, according 
to Ecclesia, official journal of Spanish 
Catholic Action. Among the causes list- 
edare “the Marxist virus that rusts his 
soul; his current contact with the priest ; 
economic difficulties that worry his spir- 
it, and a bitter life.” 

Though the government has recently 
alowed wage increases, many Spanish 
workers attribute the policy “not so 
much to the reasons of justice as to the 
ned for avoiding the advance and pen- 
eration of Communism.” Though her 
Civil War belongs to the history of the 
middle “Thirties, the conflict between 
Catholicism and Communism continues 
tobe an acute problem in Spain. 

But Catholic intervention in temporal 
affairs and the Church’s desire for pow- 
er are not alone confined to Catholic 
countries in Europe. 







































































In Latin America 


Latin American countries, for cen- 
turies the stronghold of Catholicism, 
are no longer immune to divergent ide- 
dlogies. Only last October 14 (AP dis- 
patch), Assistant Secretary of State 
John Moors Cabot, commenting on the 
stiffening attitude of the United States 
toward Communism, pointed the finger 
at Guatemala, which, he said, was “open- 
ly playing the Communist game.” 

Dr. Milton Eisenhower “made it clear 
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in his report to the President, published 
last November,” writes Russell H. Fitz- 
gibbon in the Los Angeles Times (Feb- 
ruary 18, 1954), “that a major part of 
the difficulty in Latin America is due 
to the tragically undeveloped economic 
and social conditions in many areas”— 
a situation which the long-dominant Ro- 
man Catholic Church has not ameliorat- 
ed and which the Communists have ex- 
ploited to the utmost. Guatemala is a 
good case study of the ravagés of Com- 
munism in the sick body of Catholicism. 

However, Panama is also “a prime 
target for Red infiltration,” writes Jaime 
Fonseca in The Catholic Universe Bul- 
letin of February 5, 1954. In Colombia, 
though “for the time being the Reds are 
relatively weak there,” the Communists 
in the bloody Bogota riots of 1948 
showed what they could do on a mo- 
ment’s notice. In Ecuador, Communists 
“are taking advantage of the country’s 
unsettled political climate to promote 
their cause.” In Venezuela, where the 
threat of Communism “does not come 
primarily from poverty,” the existing 
military dictatorship which has driven 
the Reds underground “may be paving 
the way for their eventual triumph” by 
breeding resentment for its ruthless re- 
gime and mutual sympathy among its 
political prisoners in concentration 
camps. 

But Communism had made “greater 
inroads in Brazil than anywhere else in 
South America,” warns Jaime Fonseca 
in The Tablet (November 7, 1953). In 
fact, the government of Latin America’s 
largest nation is apparently aiding the 
Reds and is itself “extensively infiltrat- 
ed.” Communists control an estimated 
1500 influential government positions, 
says Mr. Fonseca; they have penetrated 
into the Army to a “fantastic” degree; 
they have infiltrated into key positions 
in the banking business ; they have insti- 
gated serious strikes ;and they have used 
municipal elections to stir up trouble. 

“Brazil currently is plagued with vir- 
tually unsolvable problems which aid the 
Reds,” Fonseca continues. To make mat- 
ters worse, “Religious instruction is 
poor save for a few centers of Catholic 
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Action and other organizations.” These 
were doubtless the reasons for concern 
at the Caracas conference. 

But while Communism is having a 
field day in Brazil and the Church is 
lamenting the change, the latter is fran- 
tically seeking to work out a modus vi- 
vendi with countries behind the Iron 
Curtain. 


Behind the Iron Curtain 


In Poland, the Roman Catholic bish- 
ops signed an agreement with the state 
in 1950 in which the Church agreed to 
respect the state’s authority, the Gov- 
ernment on its part promising religious 
freedom. In Hungary, the Catholic bish- 
ops and the Government reached an in- 
terim agreement in 1950; that same year, 
the bishops agreed to take the oath of 
allegiance, and the Reds set up the so- 
called Peace Committee of Catholic 
Priests, who have been given high Church 
positions. In Czechoslovakia, the Minis- 
try of Church Affairs has organized the 
schismatic “Catholic Action,” headed by 
pro-Communist priests. In Rumania, all 
bishops were required in 1948 to take 
an oath of allegiance to the new consti- 
tution; in 1951, a council was set up to 
administer the small apostate pro-Com- 
munist group, called “The Catholic Stat- 
us,” an organization devoted to create 
eventually a “national” Catholic Church, 
independent of Rome and subservient 
to the Communist regime. In Bulgaria, 
Catholics were “forced” to join the So- 
viet-controlled Orthodox Church. In Al- 
bania, the Roman Catholic Church was 
nationalized in 1951 and was thus the 
first country in which spiritual ties with 
the Vatican were broken and the na- 
tional episcopate declared the highest 
Church authority. In Yugoslavia, the 
Government sponsors the St. Cyril and 
St. Methodius priests’ organization to 
separate the Church from Rome. 


America (December 12, 1953), from 
which the foregoing material was quot- 
ed, succeeds rather forlornly in explain- 
ing the defections from Rome by re- 
peating over and over again the words 
“forced” and “required,” to indicate 
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compulsion. But this is contra-indicate 
by events in these as well as Catholic 
countries, as we have shown. 


In Russia 


“There are few topics more frequent. 
ly discussed or more difficult to deg 
with authoritatively than the status of 
religion in the Soviet Union,” Maurice 
F. Meyers, S.J., avers in his intrody. 
tion to a book review on The Russigg 
Church and the Soviet State, 1917-195 
by John Shelton Curtiss (America, De 
cember 19, 1953). But he includes two 
brief quotations which contain rather 
striking proof of our assertion that 
tholicism and Communism are not ip 
compatible but simply cannot coexist on 
the same power level. 


First, the Russian attitude: “Soviet 
policy sought to reach a modus vivendi 
with groups of accommodating church 
men rather than to destroy the church 
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root and branch. Once reached, the com- 
promise has endured.” 

Second, the Roman Catholic attitude: 
“In 1946 some five million Uniates re- 
nounced the papacy and asked to be re- 
ceived under the jurisdiction of the Pa- 
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iarch of Moscow, a request that was 
tay: + 1 
off speedily granted.” Because Rome was 





forced to relinquish her power over 
these five million members of the Uniate 
Church, the transaction was labeled by 
Mr. Meyers as a “brutal story” of 
“bloody suppression.” 

But the most revealing pronouncement 
about Russia comes from the Pope him- 
gif. In an Apostolic Letter dated July 
7, 1952 (see The Catholic Mind, June, 
1953), Pius XII wrote with surprising 
andor, if not outright sympathy, to the 
people of Russia. After reminding them 
of the succor given after World War I 
by Benedict XV and Pius XI, he con- 
tinues : 

“We are animated by the same most 
ardent affection and by the same con- 
cern for the people of Russia. When 
the last long and terrible conflict broke 
out, We did all that was in Our pow- 




































































































9 er. . . that discords might be healed 
with an equitable and just peace... . 
“Never, even at that time, did there 

come from Our lips a word that could 

a have seemed to any of the belligerents 
e, to be unjust or harsh . . . And when 
- pressure was brought to bear upon 
ie Us to give Our approval in some way, 
zB either verbally or in writing, to the 
2 war undertaken against Russia in 
cet 1941, We never consented to do so... 
a We remained impartial toward all 
nd contestants and often gave proof of 
- Our impartiality by Our words and 
a actions . . . We have embraced with 
Our most ardent charity all nations, 

even those whose rulers are professed- 

ly enemies of this Apostolic See. . .” 

No spokesman for the Vatican could 

pic §§ State the case more succinctly or with 
m- 7% greater clarity. A glance at the record 
ns. 94 Will indicate that there has been more 
. than one attempt made by the Vatican 





tocome to terms with Russia. The Vat- 
kan newspaper Osservatore Romano, 
acording to The Catholic Register (Oc- 


















tober 10, 1948), publicized the require- 
ments: “Full freedom for the Catholic 
Church to carry on its religious minis- 
try, to operate schools and to engage 
in religious propaganda.” The Vatican 
wanted the resurrection of an agreement 
similar to the Vatican-Czarist Concordat 
of 1847. 

On October 10, 1949, the United Na- 
tions World magazine carried a similar 
article on “The Vatican’s Conditions for 
Peace with Communism,” written by 
Count Giuseppe dalla Torre, editor of 
Osservatore Romano. 

However, earlier in the year (May 8, 
1949) the New York Times quoted an 
editorial in L’Osservatore to the effect 
that the spirit of capitalism was funda- 
mentally more atheistic than “commun- 
ism which, as an economic system, does 
not run counter to the nature of Chris- 
tian doctrine as strongly as capitalism,” 
which has gold as its God. The purpose 
of the editorial, states the Times, was to 
“refute the Communist contention that 
the Catholic Church favors and supports 
capitalism. Nothing could be farther 
from the truth, the editorial asserts” and 
points to the speeches of Pius XII (see 
above). 


In Czechoslovakia 


Not too long ago one could buy at the 
famous Knock shrine in Ireland tiny 
images of the Virgin Mary to be worn 
in the lapel. On one side were the words, 
“I prayed for you at Knock”; on the 
other, ““Made in Czechoslovakia.” “The 
very government department in Czecho- 
slovakia which conducts the campaign 
against the Church” writes Douglas 
Hyde in Our Sunday Visitor (Novem- 
ber 8, 1953), “is also responsible for the 
manufacture of holy objects for sale 
abroad.” 

Can it be that, as in other countries, 
Czechoslovakian Communists are also 
Roman Catholics ? 


In Yugoslavia 


On January 17, 1953, according to the 
Los Angeles Times, Roman Catholic 
Bishop Antun Aksamovic sent Marshal 
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Tito a congratulatory message upon his 
election as President of Yugoslavia. 
Thus Roman Catholic dissimulation be- 
comes evident, especially in the content 
of the official telegram, which said: the 
“great historical day of the proclamation 
of the constitution is marked by the for- 
tunate election of your excellency, cele- 
brated uniter and leader of our peoples, 
as President of the Republic of Yugo- 
slavia. I am sending my greetings to your 
excellency. Long life.” 

One would almost conclude that out- 
side the fold the ravening wolf is a rath- 
er pleasant pet! 


In Poland 


On the other hand, The Catholic Uni- 
verse Bulletin of August 7, 1953, re- 
ported that a Vatican broadcast “de- 
nounced what it described as ‘Catholic 
quislings’ in Poland, who under the dis- 
guise of being loyal Catholics aid the 
Red regime in imposing restrictions on 
the Church.” Blowing hot and cold, the 
broadcast went on to state that “priests 
who co-operate with the regime on the 
surface are not necessarily disloyal to 
the Holy See. It explained that by giv- 
ing some co-operation, these priests hope 
to save their churches and maintain some 
freedom of worship for their congre- 
gations.” 

By early November, however, accord- 
ing to Catholic The Tablet (November 
7, 1953), more than two thousand “pa- 
triotic priests” had taken part in mass 
meetings in major Polish cities “to urge 
all priests to join and support the Na- 
tional Front, a Communist-run organiz- 
ation,” in both domestic and internation- 
al policies. The Warsaw Radio quoted 
the official organ of collaborationist 
Catholics as saying that “patriotic priests 
and progressive Catholics” will obey the 
Polish hierarchy’s orders only when they 
agree with the State’s interests and will 
retain the right to exercise their own 
judgment in instances where the hier- 
archy disagrees with or seeks to control 
the State. 


It is interesting that in Poland the 
Government shows favor toward so- 
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called “progressive Catholics,” who 
“while ostentatiously claiming to bk 
Catholic, are always found on the side 
of the Government, even in the glaring 
instance of the regime’s attempt to con. 
trol Church appointments,” writes Rob. 
ert A. Graham in America (February 6, 
1954). The “Today and Tomorrow’ 
group, though accorded privileged treat. 
ment as a reward for support, has not 
been considered schismatic by the Chureh, 
however inconsistent this may seem, 

The majority of the “patriotic priests,” 
according to Graham, “have had the mis- 
fortunte to run afoul of canon law or 
are at outs with their bishops. These 
people are now trying, with the aid of 
the secular authorities, to ‘purify’ and 
‘reform’ the Church. They attack the 
bishops and even the Pope, while pro- 
pounding views that clearly point the 
way to schism and heresy.” Are thes 
the same priests condoned by the Vati- 
can for trying to “save their churches”? 
If so, is Mr. Graham editorially at odds 
with the Pope? Or is this all another ex- 
ample of double-talk? 

A lengthy memorandum directed to 
the President of Poland by Polish bish- 
ops on May 8, 1953 (see The. Tablet,Oc- 
tober 10, 1953), in general summarizes 
the attitude of the Roman Catholic 
Church in countries where the existing 
government is inimical to Catholic inter- 
ests. Its thesis is that “the hierarchy has 
leaned over backwards to try to get 
along with the regime and live up to the 
1950 agreement. 

“The Bishops have gone so far a 
to support the ‘peace movement 
though this movement took on a polit- 
ical and strictly secular character . .. 
They support, as far as possible, the 
national front, despite the fact that 
the front seeks to achieve Marxis 
aims contrary to Catholic teaching ... 

“We are not acting with any cor 
troversial aims in mind . . . but only 
to emphasize the burning necessity to 
find an honest and fair way out of the 
existing situation. We are seeking @ 
positive solution, which would benefit 
both the Church and the State. Nott 
ing is further from our minds 
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to introduce dissension or spread ha- 

tred.” 

Even for godless Communism, we 
might ask? Isn’t this excellent proof of 
our assertion that Communism and Ca- 
tholicism are by no means incompatible ? 
But let the record continue. 
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It is significant that many Catholic 
dergymen and laymen, conscious of the 
disparity between the principles of Chris- 
tianity and the political aims of a sup- 
posedly Christian church, are so disil- 
lysioned as to become victims of that 
philosophy which has similar political 
and social aims but without the guise of 
Christianity. 

Recently, a letter written to Rev. Phil- 
ip S. Moore, C.S.C., of the University 
of Notre Dame, by Marie A. Hamill, a 
Baltimore Catholic, was printed in The 
Tablet (December 12, 1953). The au- 
thor expressed her surprise and uneasi- 
ness at a half-page ad in the Baltimore 
Sun featuring the United World Fed- 
ealists with an endorsement by Rev. 
Moore under the heading, “I am a Fed- 
eralist Because . . .” With reasonable 







































‘e227 RASA SR SP: 














oO. 

















ex: 









































Oe assurance of the Communist leanings of 
ing 
. |BECOME A TRAINED 





Christian Writer... 


More than 160 religious publications 
are looking for articles that you 

tS can write and be paid for... IF 
_ YOU HAVE THE KNOW-HOW. 
r Today hundreds of students of 
Christian Writers Institute 

are selling well-written stories 





















r as 
rent’ 
olit- 





















































om? and articles to these publications. 
_ the 

that EARN WHILE YOU LEARN... 

rxist 

Bee Study at home in your spare time. Get 
con: the professional training that will bring 
only - _ you editors’ checks. MARKET TIPS, 








= publication free with each course, 



















ty to lists markets and tells how to slant 
£ the SF materials for individual magazines. 
ng a . =Write today for free sample 

lesson and complete information. No 
_ obligation. Write Dept. CC-54 
thar CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 





434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 





& 





the U.W.F., Miss Hamill felt she had 
good cause to be concerned. 


In view of the Church’s official atti- 
tude and dicta and of Rev. Moore’s Uni- 
versity connection, we wonder if a read- 
er of The Catholic World isn’t rather 
astute when she writes (January, 1954, 
issue), “I suspect then that there has 
been and will be, some infiltration of 
Catholic schools” ‘by Communism. 


If this be so, even to a small degree, 
Senator McCarthy’s recent observations 
about teacher loyalty take on added sig- 
nificance. Unfortunately some teachers 
are not loyal, he stated in an interview 
reported by the Los Angeles Times 
(February 10, 1954). 

“In college they’ve got a captive au- 
dience. I think such a professor can 
do more damage than three or four 
or five active Communists in other 
fields ... If there are 25 political 
science teachers and two are Com- 
munists the two can do more damage 
than the others can do good.” 


Asked what he meant by “a very 
small percentage” of teachers who could 
be a serious influence, the Senator re- 
plied, “Oh, two or three percent.” Later 
he added that “just as a guess some 
fifty teachers had thus far been exposed 
as Communists by Congressional com- 
mittees. 


A “small percentage” of Communists 
in Catholic schools could very well ac- 
count for the controversy stirred up 
over Congressional investigations by ed- 
ucators at the annual meeting of the 
National Catholic Education Association 
about a year ago—a controversy which 
received quite an airing in the “Readers’ 
Forum” columns of The Tablet. Oppos- 
ed to “legislative investigation of sub- 
versive acts and agents in schools, the 
Roman Catholic educators laid them- 
selves wide open to criticism. The April 
18, 1953, Tablet carried several protests. 
One reader, annoyed at the abusive atti- 
tude of professors under investigation, 
commented : 

“It is dangerous business these days 
for anybody, Catholics or otherwise, 
to deliver unjust criticism or to be 
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casting ridicule on patriotic Congress- 
men doing their duty toward safe- 
guarding the Republic. Let us not play 
into the hands of the Red demagogues 
or the fellow-travelling ‘liberals.’ ” 


Another reader expressed indignation 
over the remarks of Rev. Paul C. Rein- 
ert, S.J., president of St. Louis Univer- 
sity, to the effect that Congressional in- 
vestigations endanger academic freedom 
and purvey unjust criticism. “What ‘un- 
fair methods’ was Father Reinert speak- 
ing of?” he asks. “Why are they not 
specified? From a Jesuit educator I 
would expect a definition of terms.” 


It is quite evident that many sincere 
Catholic laymen are being aroused over 
the question of subversion in their own 
ranks and are speaking out in defense 
of Americanism. 


Meanwhile, one of the Catholic edu- 
cators belonging to the group which pre- 
cipitated all the controversy, a Rev. Cy- 
ril F. Meyer, C.M., Vice President of 
St. John’s University, defended his col- 
leagues in a long letter to the editors of 
The Tablet (May 9, 1953). Although 
he was the only educator in the group 
who favored these investigations, Rev. 
Meyer resented the implication by Fath- 
er Hurley, S.J., that his fellow educa- 
tors, “Catholic priests whose lives have 
been dedicated to the cause of Catholic 
higher education,” were “egg-heads,” 
who “were tricked into helping the Com- 
mies in their nefarious plan to bring 
our Congress into disrepute.” 


There is a question in our minds as 
to how much trickery was involved. As 
a reader from Texas commented after 
following the above correspondence 
(The Tablet, July 18, 1953), “Catholic 
educators and editors have a terrific re- 
sponsibility for making sure they are 
right before they speak.” After men- 
tioning that left-wing defenders named 
a priest as being opposed to the investi- 
gation of teachers, the reader points out 
that “what we need to realize is that all 
too often Catholics and Catholic groups 
actually are backing the wrong causes. . . 


“We see Catholics and Catholic 
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groups lend their support to causes 
and individuals which are known to 
the thoroughly informed to be work. 
ing for the abolition of religious and 
private schools, and ultimately for the 
breaking down of differences in re. 
ligious beliefs as well as differences 
in cultures.” 


A case in point is that of Harolf 
King, a teacher of commercial subjects 
in New York City high schools since 
1930. Called before the Senate Internal 
Security subcommittee, which “had evi- 
dence that a special cell existed within 
the Communist Party to infiltrate and 
influence the Catholic Church” (The 
Tablet, June 13, 1953), Mr. King “ad- 
mitted that he was a member of the 
Catholic Committee on Human Rights” 
but refused on Constitutional grounds 
to say whether he was simultaneously a 
member of a Communist cell. 


But the field of education is not the 
only battleground of opposing ideolo- 
gies. The McCarran-Walter Immigra- 
tion Act has also been the object of dis- 
cussion and rebuttal. A report in The 
Tablet (September 5, 1953) of a tak 
by Father John F. Hurley, S.J., on this 
subject brought a lengthy response from 
one reader (September 26, 1953), who 
charged that Father Hurley erroneously 

and perhaps deliberately—created the 
impression that only left-wingers were 
opposed to the law, “or at least that the 
‘most vigorous opponents of the law 
are either outright Communists or Com- 
munist sympathizers.” Denying that this 
is true, he lists several prominent Cath- 
olics whom Father Hurley failed to take 
into account or mention: Msgr. John 
O’Grady, “Executive Secretary of the 
National Catholic Conference on Char- 
ities, and for many years a most active 
and highly vocal opponent of what he 
considers to be ‘restrictive’ immigration 
legislation”; Most Rev. Richard Cust- 
ing, Archbishop of Boston, who wert 
“most forcefully on record in oppos- 
tion to the law’; Msgr. Edward E 
Swanstrom, Executive Director of Wa 
Relief Services—N.C.W.C., who cot 
siders the law “completely outmoded 
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ad “at variance” with our foreign pol- 
icy. 

“T am very sure,” the reader con- 
cludes, “that members of the Hier- 
archy and other clergy who testified 
to their opposition to the law ... for 
reasons they considered cogent and 
justified, would not be pleased to be 
classified among Father Hurley’s ‘all 
the assorted Reds, Pinks, and Laven- 
ders.’” 


The questions that arise over such an 

sue are somewhat disquieting. Was 
father Hurley deliberately falsifying, 
and if so, why? Or does he classify the 
above - named individuals, in his own 
mind, at any rate, as “Communists or 
Communist sympathizers”—his critic to 
the contrary notwithstanding ? Or is this 
amore subtle example of an underlying 
plot to deceive Americans by accusing 
“eftists” while actually siding with 
thm? In view of Catholic-Communist 
intrigue elsewhere in the world, it is 
quite conceivable that Catholic accusa- 
tions of leftists and their ilk are pur- 
psefully used to distract the attention 
of Americans from the Church’s own 
ativities and attempts to gain power. 


On the other hand, there is reason to 
believe that many Catholics are such by 
urtue of christening and not of convic- 
tion. If Italy, for instance, has Com- 
munist Catholics, why not America? If 
there are European Catholics who find 
the Church more political than spiritual, 
more materialistic than Christian, and 
who are turning toward an ideology that 
makes no claims to being either spiritual 
or Christian, why not American Catho- 
lies ? 

Referring to the Catholic-Communist 
dichotomy, Douglas Hyde, former Com- 
munist and editor of London’s Daily 
Worker, writes (Our Sunday Visitor, 
November 8, 1953) : 

“This paradox can only be explain- 
ed when you realize as I learned from 
my 20 years in Communism, that these 
are men who are starved for a faith 
and are giving to the religion of the 
no-God all that men in the past laid 
at the feet of God.” 


May, 1954 

































































































































































































Why are these Catholics “starved for 
a faith”? Has their Church failed them? 
And why is Mr. Hyde able to refer glib- 
ly to “the lapsed Catholics I knew in 
the party”? Isn’t this another evidence 
of that peculiar sort of cross-breeding 
that has produced a new hybrid in mod- 
ern society—the Communist-Catholic, or 
Catholic-Communist ? Where is the in- 
compatibility that the Church inveighs 
against so mightily? 


Little wonder that compromise and 
collaboration with false ideologies is not 
at all uncommon. Little wonder that 
Americans have a false sense of security 
about the Republic they love and fall 
such easy prey to the blandishments and 
smooth doctrines of a Church century- 
skilled in the art and practice of decep- 
tion and political sleight-of-hand. 


We firmly believe that Communism 
is a menace to civilization and our Amer- 
ican way of life. We abhor its godless 
credo. We have no choice as freedom- 
loving citizens but to oppose it. But we 
subscribe to the thesis that there is a 
more dangerous menace in our midst— 
dangerous for three reasons: it calls it- 
self Christian; it demands primary al- 
legiance on the part of its adherents in 
every land; it claims unwarranted pres- 
tige and power because of its ability to 
survive through the centuries, to outlast 
kings and kingdoms. 


It is further dangerous because it sees 
no inconsistency in making an alliance 
with its so-called bitterest enemy. With 
all the evidence in hand, we come ines- 
capably to the conclusion that a Krem- 
lin-Vatican alliance is well within the 
realm of possibility, if not of probabili- 
ty. What is to hinder another toast to 
“coming friendly relations” ? 


We fear that too many loyal Ameri- 
cans are color-blind when it comes to the 
Roman Catholic Church. They may “see 
red” when Communism is mentioned, 
but they completely fail to recognize that 
the sacred cow in their midst may, after 
all, in spite of a delightful bit of child- 
hood doggerel, be purple. We are sus- 
picious of purple cows. 
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Keith Leroy Brooks, D.D. 


A stalwart Christian soldier of the Cross 
has passed away in Christ. Dr. Keith Leroy 
Brooks was born in Norwich, New York, on 
February 23, 1887, and died exactly sixty-seven 
years later on February 23, 1954. He began his 
distinguished career as a newspaper reporter 
and became converted while covering an evan- 
gelistic campaign for the Norwich SUN. This 
led to his decision for Christian service. After 
a period of training and service in Bingham- 
ton, New York, he was called to the Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles, where he edited the 
KING’S BUSINESS from 1917 to 1928. He 
then founded PROPHECY MAGAZINE and 
remained its editor until the time of his death, 
a period of over twenty-five years. 


A prolific writer, he edited twenty-three 
Bible study courses, wrote fifty books on Bible 
themes, innumerable tracts and pamphlets, and 
composed words and music to some one hun- 
dred gospel songs. Through the editorial fore- 
sight of Dr. Brooks, the forthcoming issues 
of PROPHECY are in preparation, and their 
ministry will continue unabated under the 
consecrated leadership of his wife. 


A devotee of truth and a believer in fearless 
devotion to a cause, Dr. Brooks found a kin- 
dred spirit in Dr. W. M. Montafio and the 
work of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE, supporting both from time to 
time through the pages of his own publica- 
tion. 

Of him it might be written: “Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labours; and their works do follow 
them.” (Rev. 14:13) 
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“What Manner of May 
Is This?” 


By Keith L. Brooks, D.D. 


“In him dwelleth all the fullness of th 
Godhead in bodily form” (Col. 2:9). 


HILE THE matter is fresh ip 
our minds, this seems to be the 


best time to call attention to the signif. 
cance of the Protestant Easter testimony 
that has gone out over the nation in the 
tremendous sunrise gatherings and the 
duplicated services in thousands of 
churches. Untold thousands of discem. 
ing minds will not escape the conclusion 
that such demonstrations nearly two 
thousand years after the resurrection, 
witness to the fact that Jesus Christ was 
none other than the manifestation of 
God to man. 


The sight of such masses gathered at 
dawn on hilltops—in many instances un- 
deterred by rain—the thrilling resurrer- 
tion anthems by massed choirs of many 
evangelical churches; and the sermons 
in most instances fervently proclaiming 
the message of life and immortality 
through Christ alone—all this can mea 
but one thing: this Jesus must have 
been, as Thomas proclaimed Him: “My 
Lord and my God” (John 20:28). 


Carried by radio and television into 
countless homes, these scenes, songs and 
sermons have certainly made millions of 
hearts very tender and susceptible to the 
Good Seed. What a time for churche 
to follow up with home visitation work 
and effective literature. While peopl 
are in an enquiring mood, this is the 
best time to urge them not to be fal 
to their own reasoning and interest, bit 
to press on to the full acceptance 0! 
Christ, and that renewing from above 
which will be an abiding and sanctifying 
witness in their own hearts of the eter 
nal truth. 


Easter is a poor time for the perso 
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who denies the deity of Christ as dem- 
onstrated by the bodily resurrection 
from the dead; unbelief is a sour note 
detected in the harmonies of Easter. 
Even thousands of non-Christians dis- 
cern the emptiness of a “spiritualized” 
resurrection, over against the plain wit- 
ness of Scripture to the literal resurrec- 
tion and ascension of Jesus, both as the 
divine seal upon the work of the cross, 
and the one sure basis of the hope of 
immortality for the children of God. 

Pity the blindness of the person who 
cannot even see that the mass testimony 
of Easter time in 1954 is itself insur- 
mountable proof of the propositions of 
the Apostle Paul stated in I Cor. 15: 
1-20. 

What a sad spectacle—the man who 
sets himself up a minister of the Gospel, 
set for the defense of the truth—while 
denying the essential deity and glory of 
the Son of God—truths so woven into 
the very warp and woof of the New 
Testament that to get rid of them one 
must tear the Book to shreds! To make 
Him simply the “flower of humanity” 
through some strange quirk of evolution 
isto slash from Scripture hundreds of 
acriptions to Jesus Christ of the at- 
tributes and works of God Himself. 
What Christ was two thousand years 
ago, He continues to be to this day—the 
Transformer of human life, although 
absent from the scene bodily, as He said 
He would be. He, Israel’s Messiah, is 
still the Master Moulder of character, 
the Reconstructor of society, the real 
Animator of all that is holy and right- 
eous in the world. 

Through the long centuries, the finest 
intellects have taken Him to be just what 
He is proclaimed to be in the New Tes- 
tament. Has it lowered or raised the 
moral and spiritual standard of their 
lives? The fact is that there is no other 
message known to the world that has 
such quickening and transforming pow- 
eras that of the Gospel. 

Millions of devout believers have 
tound it impossible to refrain from 
using the word “God” of Jesus. Many 
ot the world’s thinkers who have not 
embraced Christianity have been forced 
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to acknowledge Him the one transcend- 
ent and indescribable Person of history, 
and at least the One Revealer of what 
God intended human beings to be. 

A writer in the Literary Digest many 
years ago said (referring to the many 
attempts of artists to depict the face of 
Christ): “If Christ were a man only, 
I see no reason why the great artists 
of the centuries could not satisfy our 
noblest thought concerning His personal 
appearance. It must be that because of 
the infinite element of deity which blends 
with His manhood, no human mind has 
been able to accomplish what I must be- 
lieve to be an impossible task. None ap- 
proach the ideal conception of His coun- 
tenance which is present to the minds of 
thousands of devout students of His 
personality.” 

George P. Fisher once said: “If the 
portrait which the Gospel writers pre- 
sent of Jesus in His transcendent pu- 
rity and goodness does not correspond 
to a REALITY which they had seen 
and known, then who gave to these un- 
practiced authors, destitute of artistic 
skill, the ability to produce such a mar- 
velous creature of fancy? If these rec- 
ords be indeed their creation, then let 
us worship them.” 

But human experience continues to 
demonstrate that it was the sacrifice of 
the Son of God on the cross that dealt 
the death-blow to sin. There is no other 
Gospel but this to this day which cuts 
the shackles from the souls of slaves to 
iniquity. No mere reformer could have 
wrought such saving effects across the 
centuries. “My Lord and my God”—is 
the only adequate explanation of Chris- 
tian experience. 

Few would think of Napoleon as hav- 
ing expressed himself concerning the 
deity of Christ, yet in answer to Gen. 
Bertrand who argued against Christ, Na- 
poleon wrote: “I know MEN and I tell 
you Jesus Christ was no mere MAN. 
There is no possible comparison between 
Him and any other being in the world. 
His Gospel, His Empire, His march 
across the ages—all this is to me an in- 
soluble mystery. Everything about Him 
signifies but one thing—ETERNITY.” 
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A Modernist Catholic Speaks His Mind 


Feb. 12, 1954 
Dear Mr. Montafio, 


Recently I received in the mail a copy of your 
magazine THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. I feel 
that it is my duty to inform you that as a former 
communicant of the Roman Catholic Church, I 
felt only a profound disgust in regard to your 
vicious, bigoted, and slanderous treatment of 
the Catholic Church. For the most part your 
magazine is filled with dangerous half-truths, 
distorted fact, and flat untruth. To be sure, the 
Catholic Church is far from being faultless, as 
is any organization, ecclesiastical or secular. Of 
this fact many loyal Catholics are aware. The 
Catholic Church in this country is in a deterior- 
ated state and the whole Church needs to adjust 
itself to the modern mind. 

The failure of the Catholic Church to be 
dynamic in its philosophy is the chief reason 
why I am no longer a communicant of that 
Church. I might state here that I very definitely 
believe in and advocate the principles and phil- 
osophy of the Catholic Modernist Movement as 
set forth by Abbé Loisy, Leroy and others. I am 
a Modernist Catholic, one who accepts the doc- 
trines and dogmas of the Catholic Church as 
symbols of spiritual truths, but not as literal 
facts. Nor am I alone in being a Modernist Cath- 
olic, for there are groups of Modernist Catholics 
in both this country and Europe, especially in 
France. 

Modernist Catholics cherish and love the 
traditions, doctrines and ritual of the Catholic 
Church (this includes the doctrine of Transub- 
stantiation). Modernist Catholics attend Mass 
with piety, keep the fasts of the Church, and be- 
lieve in the fundamental truth proclaimed in the 
symbolism of Catholic doctrine and worship. We 
actually do all that any other Catholic does with 
the exception of going to confession and taking 
communion, for we could not receive the Sacra- 
ments without hypocrisy as we do not accept 
the doctrines of the Church literally as did 
Medieval man, but only symbolically. In short 
we believe as did Abbé Loisy who said that in 
spite of the errors and failings of the Catholic 
Church it was she who has given us a vision of 
Unity and Truth. It was indeed unfortunate that 
Pope Leo saw fit to excommunicate Abbé Loisy 
and all who accepted the principles of the Mod- 
ernist Movement, for in so doing he alienated 
thousands of intellectuals from the Church and 
did great harm to the Catholic Church. He did 
not, however, succeed in stopping the Catholic 
Modernist Movement, he merely put it outside 
the official Church. Today there are thousands of 
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people who are non-communicating Modernist 
Catholics, and it is our belief that eventually the 
principles of the Catholic Modernist Movement 
will be the principles of the official Church and 
thus we who are Catholic Modernists will again 
be able to receive the Sacraments. 

The lack of a dynamic philosophy is the Cath. 
olic Church’s greatest error. The next error is the 
support that the Catholic Church and its clergy 
give to the corrupt and immoral system of capj- 
talism. I might however add that this is bal 
anced by such splendid movements within the 
Catholic Church as Dorothy Day’s Catholic 
Worker Movement. 

Do not think that Modernist Catholics ar 
pro-Protestant at all, for they are not. Indeed, we 
— Protestantism as being far worse than the 
official Church of Rome, as Protestantism even 
more than Rome has falsely exalted the Bible as 
absolute truth, which it is not. It has given it 
self over to Biblical idolatry, anti-symbolism, 
and hysterical sentimentalism (revivals, etc.). 
Above all the Modernist Catholic opposes Fun- 
damentalism both in regard to the Bible and 
traditional dogma. The Modernist Catholic op- 
poses also personal petitionary prayer, and all 
anthropomorphic notions of God. He believes 
that externals—tritual and the various art forms— 
are properly incorporated in the worship of God 
and the honor of the Saints, and that such ex 
ternals are a tremendous if not necessary aid in 
gaining spiritual enlightenment. The modernist 
Catholic sees Protestantism only as a negative 
force, which if it had its way would have de 
stroyed all art forms, extinguished all mysticism, 
made all worship as grim and trivial as possible, 
set up extreme Biblical idolatry, and exalted state 
nationalism. Protestantism has not given mana 
vision of either truth or unity which Rome has, 
in spite of her dogmatic fundamentalism. Make 
no mistake however in thinking that I overlook 
or disregard the splendid activities of groups a 
the Quakers, or such men as Albert Schweitzer. 

When earlier in this, letter I stated that the 
Catholic Church is in a state of decay in this 
country I was referring to the facts that in many 
cases its priests were not inspired men, that it 
is too mercenary, political, and _pro-capitalist, 
that it is getting “protestant” in its neglect of 
ceremonial and Liturgy. But as T. S. Eliot says, 
“the Church is forever decaying from within and 
attacked from without.” Still, the Catholic Churc 
has vitality and remains the greatest vision o 
truth that man can possess, imperfect as. this 
vision may be. Today in this country, the Cath 
olic Church has consistently stood for the broth 
erhood of man, the elimination of racial preji- 
dice, and equal rights for negroes. This 
hardly been the case with the Protestant churches 
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in the South, especially the Baptist which has 
wen supported the Ku Klux Klan. Thus by no 
means is Protestantism propagating a morality 
superior to that of Catholicism. Eventually the 
dements of decay within the Catholic Church 
will be overcome and the principles of the 
Catholic Modernist triumph. 
[| shall welcome a reply to this letter. 
Sincerely, 
JoHN A. GREGERSON 

san Francisco, California 









February 23, 1954 





Dear Mr. Gregerson: 

Your letter of February 12 has been received, 
wd your reactions to THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE have been read with interest. 

What I cannot understand is your classifica- 
tion of information in the magazine as ‘‘slander- 
ws” treatment of the Roman Catholic Church. 
May I ask you to kindly clarify your statement. 

In my mind, there are two different entities: 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Catholic 
Church. If you have the idea that the “slander- 
ws” treatment is against the Catholic Church, 
[should like to correct this impression immedi- 
ily, since a distinction should Se made between 
the two Churches. What you consider as ‘‘slan- 
derous” refers to the Roman Catholic Church. 
In the case of the latter, however, let me in- 
fm you that whatever is printed in the mag- 
wine is fully documented. We receive at least 
adozen Roman Catholic magazines and papers 
in our office, which constitute our documenta- 
tion. 
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| Apart from the above considerations, if we 
od pa little deeper into the matter of Church 
I sudies, we might find ourselves agreeing on 
ia many things and exalting the same truth in 





my instances. That is, if we went back to 


ive original Christianity, to the simple teachings of 







dF iw Lord and to the simple message He preach- 
i. td, all the externals that have taken the place 
> of the fundamental aspects of our Christian truth 





would gradually disappear, and we would find 
ourselves in the position of the disciples when 
they were privileged to witness the transfigura- 
tion of Christ and wanted to build tabernacles: 
"... they saw no man any more, save Jesus 







y. 

Don't you think this is the experience the 
weld is craving? Don’t you think that in the 
nidst of externals and philosophies of religion, 
Christ our contemporary—the same yesterday, 
tay, and tomorrow—has been cast out from 
wt midst? Even when He tries to talk to us we 
lisegard His voice, and we are more prompt 
hear the human declaration than the simple 
ommunication of His message. 

With your consent, I would like to publish 
pit of your letter in the Open Forum of the 
(ONERTED CATHOLIC with your signature, but 
\will wait to hear from you before I do so. 


Sincerely yours, 


W. M. MontTANo 
Editor 
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February 25, 1954 
Dear Mr. Montafio: 


Thank you for your reply to my letter. 


I absolutely cannot give my consent to your 
wish to publish extracts from my letter in your 
magazine, for any sentence or section of my 
letter out of context would give rise to all sorts 
of misinterpretations, and could even support 
ideas and movements to which I am opposed. 
You do, however, have my consent to publish 
my letter in its entirety, word for word exactly 
as I have written it, but under zo circumstances 
would I consent to your publishing extracts 
from it. 


I'll admit that I used the term slanderous 
rather loosely and should have placed it in 
quotes. 


I agree that the Catholic Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church are not synonymous 
terms, but I am sure that we disagree as to what 
constitutes the Catholic Church. To my mind, 
the Catholic Church is composed of the Roman 
Catholic Church, all the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches, the Anglican Church (in a rather 
loose sense), and other churches such as the Old 
Catholic Church and ‘the Polish National Cath- 
olic Church, all of which maintain the Apostolic 
Succession and adhere to the traditional doctrines 
of the Church Universal, including the whole 
Sacramental system and the Honoring of the 
Saints—all of which is rejected by the Protestant 
sects. 


Externals are necessary for our “salvation,” 
for they are vehicles of spiritual enlightenment. 
They make us aware of God, the Ultimate Re- 
ality, which is the Ultimate Source of all that is 
beautiful in the arts. When we witness the beau- 
tiful ceremonial of a Solemn High Mass, when 
we witness its drama and wealth of symbolism, 
we undergo a Katharsis, and we feel reverence 
and awe before such genuine beauty. This leads 
to reverence and awe before God who is its UI- 
timate Source. When we feel this reverence for 
God, we are impressed with our own nothing- 
ness and become humble, humble not only be- 
fore God, but before our fellow men. We are 
inspired to goodness by true beauty. 


Man cannot live without externals either physi- 
cally, spiritually or intellectually; all religious 
enlightenment must proceed from externals of 
some sort. This whole idea is reflected in the 
Logos Doctrine presented by St. John—the rec- 
onciliation of God and man, Spirit and matter, 
Infinite and finite. Do not forget that Christ 
Himself was an external and employed externals 
as vehicles of spiritual enlightenment. Through 
the beauty of externals we “hear His Voice’ as 
you put it. By means of them we follow his 
moral teachings. In fact that is the mark of true 
art in music, drama, painting, and sculpture—if 
it makes us aware of Ultimate Reality and in- 
spires us to goodness, it is true art. The sacred 
drama of the mass is true art, in fact it is per- 
haps the greatest drama ever created by man. 


Sincerely, 
JOHN A. GREGERSON 
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March 16, 1954 
Dear Mr. Gregerson: 

Your clarification of your concept of externals 
reveals a basic difference between your demands 
of worship and mine. While you are defending 
merely the outward ceremonies of the Church, 
you are neglecting the fundamental aspects of 
worship and the teachings of Christ. You are 
speaking of religion as an expression of art, 
which appeals primarily to the senses, secondari- 
ly to the intellect, and occasionally to one’s self- 
interest. Your concern is actually with aesthetics, 
the science of art and beauty, and not with the 
gospel, the science of salvation. 

On the other hand, my concern is with the 
relationship of the soul to God. I am speaking 
of the interpretation given by Christ to the 
woman of Samaria: “God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.” (John 4:24) This is true worship 
in its deepest, loftiest, most exalted form, far 
greater in elevation than momentary ecstasy in 
the presence of art—even great art. For though 
art can inspire a man, uplift his sentiments, and 
raise his sights, it has no power to make him 
better. Its effects are all too transitory. For proof 
of this assertion, one has only to look at some of 
the patrons of art down through the centuries, 
such as the Medicis, or at the artists themselves, 
such as Wagner. The aesthetic experience is 
amoral. 

If you are speaking of art for the sake of 
art, you might include the beauty of nature—of 
the high Gothic mountains, or the green valleys, 
or the starry skies, or the song of a bird. These 
things inspire, even thrill us. They touch our 
moods and emotions and make the delicate cords 
of our hearts reverberate as to beautiful music. 

But when we speak of Christianity, we are 
in a supernatural sphere, a realm beyond the 
sensuous and the sensations of humanism. We 
are beyond ceremonies and allegories and rhe- 
torical forms that are the result of our human 
lucubrations. All our sensorial appreciation in 
the presence of the greatest of art works—music, 
painting, drama—is as nothing when compared 
to the experience of the soul when it comes in 
touch with God. 

This is the object of true worship. It can take 
place in a foxhole where there are no favorable 
externals or aids to worship, or it can take place 
in a cathedral where there are stained glass 
windows and beautiful organ music. But the 
communication between man and God must be 
direct, for anything that comes between merely 
destroys the contact and hence true worship. The 
words of Christ to the Samaritan woman then 
take on significance, and man is transported to 
a life that is beyond externals, that is inward 
shining outward, instead of outward reaching in- 
ward. He himself becomes the temple of the 
Holy Ghost and the only externals that matter 
are the fruits of righteousness in his life. 

This is religion in its sublimest sense, as 
Christ intended it—not the cold religion of out- 
ward formalism, but the gospel, the heart-warm- 
ing ‘good tidings” of salvation. Christ scorned 
the forms and ceremonies of the Scribes and 
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Pharisees, to the extent that He called them 
“whited sepulchres.” He was saddened at the 
realization that there were people honoring Him 
with their lips while their hearts were far from 
Him. 

You are forgetting the fact that so-called 
Protestantism was only the result of the 
phetic cry of sincere priests and monks who 
called their Church to reform but whose voices 
were lost in the night. In essence they advocated 
the return of their Church to the simplicity and 
purity of the early Christian Church. 

To sum up your conception of worship, it is 
like seeking selfish pleasure, a kind of reward 
for worshiping God, and can thus develop into 
a pernicious, utilitarian philosophy that ends in 
a crude materialism. When the kingdom of God 
was first set up among men, there was only one 
Name by which its subjects were called, but one 
Authority to which they all bowed, and one fel- 
lowship to which they all belonged. True, there 
were differences of opinion and practice. But 
such things did not perturb their communion, 

Had Christianity been left to maintain and ex. 
tend itself in the world by its own unaided pow. 
er (except from above) and its own Scriptural 
means, it is probable that this state of thi 
would have continued. But when it was th 
necessary to define it more accurately than God 
Himself had done, to require men to submit to 
human exposition of the faith rather than to the 
faith itself, and to employ coercive measures to 
preserve and enforce uniformity of opinion and 
practice, the glorious unity of the church of 
Christ was invaded and destroyed, by the very 
means devised to preserve it. 

It can scarcely be doubted that if Christians 
acted more according to the principles of the 
gospel and less under the influence of ecclesias- 
tical authority, customs or interest, a different 
state of things would soon prevail. If Christians 
consulted the Scriptures more and human opin- 
ion less; if their sole object were to ascertain 
facts and principles as the groundwork of their 
own obedience, instead of looking for the con 
firmation of their own hypotheses or the justi- 
fication of given systems; if they determined to 
hold fellowship with all who regarded the same 
— Head, instead of a fallible one declared 
infallible by the stroke of a pen: then substantial 
unity in the church of Christ would again be 
restored. 

But if men will give up nothing that they 
have been taught by tradition or authority to 
receive, if the ministry of a servant of Christ is 
considered invalid unless he has received it from 
episcopal hands, if Christian communion is made 
dependent on submission to a particular form 
of baptism or a particular mode of observing the 
Lord’s Supper, if all churches must be regarded 
as sectarian and schismatical which are not & 
tablished by human laws, then as long as these 
conditions exist it would be absurd to look for 
love and union among the followers of Christ 

In the hope that the truth which makes men 
free will be the guiding light in your life, 

Yours sincerely, : 
W. M. Montano, Editor 
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Ex-Priest Orained to Gospel Ministry 






Bro. W. E. Burke, who was a Roman Catho 
lic priest for ten years and who left nis churcl 
after finding a perso 
sive searcning tl 
to the gospel mint , 
Baptist Church, Covington ie 
25, 1953 It was W e in Christ oe a 
York City, that he found a copy of 
Blood, which led him to the Bapt 
10n 
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US. Aid Sent to Italy Flood Area 
As Roman Catholic Gift 
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A 13-car freight train laden with food 
dething and other relief materials, much 
of it contributed by the U. S., has reached 
the flood-ravaged Calabria area, and pre 
sented to the people as a gift from the 
Roman Catholic Church 












Twenty-five Years of Service 


Our best wishes to Rev. H. J. Kuiper and 
The Banner on the completion of twenty-five 
years of devoted service together. As editor 
Rev. Kuiper has served the Christian Reforme 
QGurch well. While the number of families 
daimed by the church has arisen from 22,000 t 
41,900 since 1929, the circulation of The Banne 
has more than tripled—always healthy sign 
for any publication! 





















Roman Catholics Given Government 
Hospital — Free! 

The Sisters of Charity of the St. Louis At 
diocese will be f »y the United State 
Government, 150-bed former Marine spi 
a Kirkwood, Missouri, according to an NC dis 
patch of October 20 (quoted by America). Val 
ued at $1,900,000 and declared surplus by tl 

& § Government, the plant ‘‘w warded to tl 





ters because of their x perience 
ministration and their abilty 
itely the equipping of th 
hospital.” 






Free Utilities for Catholic School 
Challenged 


A Suit to prevent suburban Cuyahoga | 
fom continuing to supply electricity and w 
Without charge to St. Joseph's Roman Ca 
school was filed in Akron, Ohi Dy ! 
Gande B. Cleverdon. Since 1942, when the ¢ 
Council authorized such action, the municipa 
Owned utility systems hav pplying f 
dectricity and water to t Catholi ir 
Mio0ls as well as public s Mr. Clev 
don, who charged that tl ction iS an abus« 

































































the Federal and State Constitutions, points out 
that part of each day's instruction at St. Joseph's 
is devoted to Church dogma and that “no other 
religious society in Cuyahoga Falls receives free 
electric power and water 


Father Coughlin Ends 14 Years 
Of Silence 
The Rev. Charles E. Coughlin is back i 
the headlines again for the first time since 
1939. And with a plea for a guaranteed an- 
nual wage for production-line workers 
In the 1930's, Father Coughlin was one 
of the nation’s most controversial public 
acters. Howeve Catholic superiors 
ed him as a public speaker that yea 

after he declared in a radio network speecl 
that membership in the then voung CIO 
United Automobile Workers was inimical 
to membership in the church 

He spoke to Detroit's First Friday Club 
ind drew an audience of 1,100. In his 
speech he admonished the First Friday 
Club, a Catholic laymen’s group, that lift- 
ng of all taxes on production workers and 
a guaranteed annual wage should be the 
first step in flourishing the sword of the 
spirit” to defeat Communism 

Dramatically, then, he _ said Please 
God, in orderly, reasonable, equitable man- 
ner, may we Americans treat our fellow 


man, our factory worker, as we would be 





treated ourselves. He is deserving of ar 
annual wage 


Mass Murder, Immorality, and 
The Virgin Of Guadalupe 


The United Press correspondent in Mex 
o City informs that four persons were 
killed and 1,000 injured on December 12 
when more than 500,000 Mexican Romar 
Catholics surged to the shrine of the Vi 
gin of G iadalupe to honor “the patrol! 
saint of the Americas 
Red Cross officials said the four died in 
the crush on the illside shrine overlook 
ng Mexico City 
More than 1,000 others received medica 
attention for shock, blows, fainting spells 
exhaustion. Eight persons were re 

ported seriously injured 


One woman reportedly gave birth to a 
baby on a rowded street in front of the 
shrine and more than 100 persons were ar 


ested for drunkenness and fighting 

One person died from a knife wound 
nother of a heart attack. Another fell off 
the cliff in front of the shrine erected o1 
the spot where 422 years ago the Virgir 
is believed to have appeared to an Indian 
oy, Juan Die 


The ause of death of the fourth person 


The religious ceremony, most important 


the ear in Mexico, started early o1 
the evening of De Lith, when thousands 

pilgrims from all parts of the republic 
athered t the shrine to. wait for the 
Mass 

Five eligious services were conducted 


during the day long celebration 


ATTENTION 


Christ’s Mission is constantly planning itineraries for 
its former priests. Would you like to hear the thrill- 
ing testimonies or a message on salvation showing 
Roman error — or the mixed marriage problem? 


A Sample Letter of Commendation 


We have just had a wonderful experience with your Reverend Alfredo 
Florez who spoke to numerous organizations in the Beaver Valley, and all 
with outstanding success 

Dr. Tweed, professor of Bible at Geneva College, was immensely pleased 
: Dr. Faust was so impressed he said, “This man reminds me of Martin 
Luther.” .... Rev. Lundberg informed me that he had not one dissenting 
opinion despite the fact a number of former Roman Catholics were in the 
audience 

In summarizing we would say he was very well received, and feel cer- 
tain that in months and years ahead that “Christ's Mission” as well as the 
people in the Beaver Valley will gain much help from his messages 

We hope that at an early date we may have the privilege and pleasure 
of a return visit to our midst ...a return engagement would be even more 
profitable from a spiritual standpoint 

E. S. WIEGMAN 
January 27, 1954 Beaver Falls, (Pitts.) Pa. 


Write Now for an Engagement 


Extension Dept. 


CHRIST'S MISSION = NewYoncto, nv. 


he 
ad the LOL ve 


THE STORY OF ROBERT ESTIENNI 
PRINTER AND HERETI 


Under the shadow of the totalitarian authority of # 
Catholic Sorbonne, a man of extraordinary courage 
Robert Estienne—fights the corruption of the Ch 
in Rome. His mighty weapon, the printing press, e 
him to put the Word of God into the hands of the peog 
with his editions of the Bible. Friend to John Cal 
exponent of the new learning and the new theolog 
unswerving enemy of the corruption and dictatorship) 
Rome and the Sorbonne—Robert Estienne personifies f 
and perseverance in the face of sixteenth century perse 


Order from: CHRIST’S MISSION BOOK DEPT. $3.3 








